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A May event of 1738 will be remembered by Methodists—the Aldersgate 
experience of John Wesley. The anniversary date of Wesley’s conversion 
is May 24 and Sunday, May 19, is the suggested date for observance (see 
fror:t cover and page 23). Other May occasions lift up family life, the Chris- 
tian education of children, and the rural church. May 31 is the World Service 
closing date (see page 6). 


National Family Week. 


Children’s Day. Set by General Conference as the first Sunday of National 
Family Week. 


Festival of the Christian Home. This is the church’s designation for the 
day commonly observed as Mother’s Day. 


Aldersgate Sunday. Commemorating John Wesley’s heart-warming experi- 
ence. 


Aldersgate Day. 


Rural Life Sunday. Special services are appropriate on this date or other 
convenient date during this season. 


World Service Sunday. The Fourth Sunday leaflet is on the work of Evan- 
gelism and Social and Economic Relations. 


World Service closing date. To count toward the 1956-57 apportionment, 
gifts must reach the central treasury by this date. Churches are urged to 
complete their year’s payments with remittances to their conference treas- 


urer by May 27. (See page 6.) 


Methodist Student Day. Special offering supports student loan fund and 
scholarships. 


Pentecost. An appropriate day for evangelistic emphasis. 


World Service Sunday. The Fourth Sunday leaflet tells of the work and 
plans of Scarritt College for Christian Workers and the American Uni- 


versity. 


World Service Sunday. Subject of the Fourth Sunday leaflet is our church’s 
work through hospitals and homes. 


World Service Sunday. The Fourth Sunday leaflet lifts up the cause of our 
church’s pensions. 


Labor Sunday. Observance is recommended by the Board of Social and 
Economic Relations and by the National Council of Churches. 


Church School Rally Day. 


¢ Observance set by General Conference. 
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Continuing the services of Church and Campus, The Pastor’s Journal, Shepherds, The Story and The Voice. 


Bulletin Liners 


dist Story = 


A man may stay inside the law and 
live outside the Kingdom of Heaven. 





A PROGRAM JOURNAL 


VOLUME 1, NUMBER 3 MAY 1957 Any church, to be Christian, must 
be more than a mere association of 


good people. 





During the year 1956 the liquor in- 
Methodist Student Day, by Helen E. Post dustry spent $250,000,000 for adver- 
tising alone and during the same year 
the’ total budget of the Methodist 
Board of Temperance was $220,900. 


Missions in the New Asia, by Tracey K. Jones, Jr. 


Closing Date: May 31, by Thomas B. Lugg 
The people who refuse to teach a 
Benevolence Report Sunday School class have no right to 


complain about juvenile delinquency. 
Our New Peace Project, by Charles F. Boss, Jr. 


When the Hungarian refugees be- 
Pentecost—an Experience to Be Recaptured, by G. Ernest Thomas gan pouring into the city of Vienna, 
the Methodist churches of the city 
Back to School at 67, by Webb B. Garrison took up their pews and made dormi- 


tories out of their sanctuaries and 
1957 World Wide Prayer Movement, by George Fi. Jones no one objected to them sleeping in 


church. 
College on the Frontier, by Leonard Perryman 


It ought to thrill every Methodist 
YOUR CHURCH—Program Planning Section to know that his church is spending 
$200,000 per year in bringing students 
Just Out—New Publications for the Work of the Church from overseas, training them in Chris- 
tian colleges, and sending them back 
On a Wide Circuit, by W. W. Reid as interpreters of the Christian Ameri- 


can way of life. 
Convocation on Urban Life 


The United States Government 
Loan Library maintains military bases in 73 coun- 
tries and The Methodist Church main- 
It Worked for Us! tains missions in 44. There is some- 
thing wrong with those figures. 


Back cover photo by Robert McCullough The people who say “let them stew 
in their own juice” are apt to forget 
that in a world like ours we are all 
in the same stew. 





During the year 1955 the American 
Epwin H. Maynarp, editor E. Haroip Moun, publisher Bible Society supplied 150 tons of 
Darrett R. SHAMBLIN, managing editor Howarp GreENWALT, business manager paper for the printing of Bibles for 
O. L. Stmpson, consulting editor eastern Europe. 


James L. Riepy, production manager Every time we obey the law of God 


we issue a sight draft on the love of 


Member Associated Church Press God 
7 . 
THE METHODIST STORY is published by The Methodist Church. The office of publication is If you sometimes wonder why the 
The Commission on Promotion and Cultivation of The Methodist Church, 740 Rush Street, Chicago i s a 
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Second class mail privileges authorized at Chicago, lll. Additional entry at Nashville, Tenn. consider the fact that somewhat more 
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Methodist scholarship students at Allegheny College 


METHODIST 
DAY 


STUDENT 


by Helen Post 


June 9 is the day when Methodists will honor 


students—and take steps to help them 


A FEW FACTS . 


To its young people seeking to 
further their education and training, 
The Methodist Church offers finan- 
cial help on a national -basis in two 
ways: 

e Scholarships. 
e Loans. 
Here are a few facts about this pro- 


gram: 

The loan fund, begun in 1872, 
has been used by more than 80,000 
students. 

The scholarship program, begun 
in 1944, to date has made more than 
5,000 awards totaling more than 
$1,500,000. 

In 1956 a total of 2,170 loans 
were granted totaling $457,000; 390 


. AND FIGURES 


National Methodist Scholarships 
were awarded totaling $144,000. 

The Student Loan Fund is large- 
ly sustained by the repayment of 
earlier loans. 

The National Methodist Scholar- 
ship Fund is entirely dependent 
upon the Methodist Student Day 
offerings. 

The increase in giving in 1956 
made possible 30 additional scholar- 
ships for 1957-58. 

The estimate that college enroll- 
ments will double between now and 


What is Methodist Student Day? 

It is a day when the church says 
to its students, both present and fu- 
ture, “We believe in you, in your 
abilities and ambitions, in your po- 
tentialities and in your plans for the 
future.” 

Sunday, June 9, is the date recom- 
mended for observance of Methodist 
Student Day. It comes at a time when 
families and communities are focusing 
attention on the closing days of school, 
graduation and home-from-college re- 
unions. 

The day was designated by the 1956 
General Conference for observance in 
all Methodist churches. (| 250, (4), 
1956 Discipline.) Plans for its program 
in church and church school come 
through the commission on education, 
the pastor, and the secretary of stu- 
dent work of the Woman's Society of 
Christian Service. 

Recognition of Graduates 

This is an occasion when the church 
can share in the recognition of its grad- 
uates at various levels of schooling. 
Names, schools and future plans can 
be listed or read. 

Presentation to high school graduates 
of copies of the May issue of motive, 
the magazine of the Methodist Student 
Movement, will introduce them and 
the whole church to one phase of The 
Methodist Church’s ministry on the 
college campus. Because this issue is a 
special one on “Our Methodist Heri- 
tage,” it has particular significance in 
recognizing the student’s continued 
participation in the fellowship of the 
church (see order blank, page 22). 

Graduates and students can partici- 
pate in church school and church serv- 
ices. For instance, the young people 
of the Worthington (Ohio) Church, 
give talks to both the youth and adult 
departments. 

In the church service, through usher- 
ing, reading of Scripture, special music 
and personal talks, graduates share 
their experiences and faith. 

At Capitol Hill Church in Okla- 
homa City, the Methodist student pro- 
gram on campus is described by stu- 
dents who take part in it. They also 
pass the plates for the Student Day 
offering. 


Help in Making College Decisions 

Methodist Student Day can also help 
prospective students and their parents 
to make plans. 
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“How do I select a school? What are 
the names, locations, costs, enrollments 
of Methodist colleges and universities?” 
“What is the Methodist program on 
non-Methodist campuses?” To prospec- 
tive college students and their parents 
these are all real questions. 

These, and other subjects pertinent 
to Christian higher education, are cov- 
ered in detail in brochures and 


pamphlets published by the Board of 
Education’s Division of Educational 
Institutions (see order blank, page 
22). Copies of these printed pieces may 
be publicized, placed on the literature 
table and distributed to families per- 
sonally concerned with school choices. 


Scholarships and Loans 


Of particular importance to many 
young people and their families is 
knowledge of the specific help which 
The Methodist Church makes available 
through its Department of Student 
Loans and Scholarships. 

The many men and women who 
have received scholarship awards or 
who have used the loan fund in ob 
taining their education make the most 
dramatic testimony to the value of the 
program. 

The church in Napa, Calif., was 
able to tell the story of a woman doc- 
tor at the state hospital in that city 
who could not have gotten through 
medical school without the scholarship 
aid she received. 

A ministerial candidate speaks at his 
home church on how the loan fund is 
enabling him to get through seminary. 

Such persons bring life to facts and 
figures which also describe the pro- 
gram . . . 80,000 loans granted since 
the program began in 1872; more than 
5,000 scholarships awerded since the 
first one was given in 1945. 

This background information can be 
shared with church members through 
the church paper, leaflet or bulletin 
board. The Messenger, weekly paper 
of First Church, Pasadena, Calif., re- 
ports statistics on the number of stu- 
dents who have been helped over the 
years and the amounts of money loaned 
by the scholarship and loan program. 


Who Can Get Help, and How 

Information on the Scholarship and 
Loan Fund should include details for 
students on what help is available, who 
is eligible for it and how a person 
applies for it. Encouragement should 
be given to those whose interest in 
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Mission doctor in Liberia. 

Executive secretary of a confer- 
ence board of education. 

Housewife (former visiting 
nurse), now active in her church 
Woman’s Society of Christian Serv- 
ice and, with her husband, counselor 
for the intermediate youth fellow- 
ship of her church. 

Colorado newspaperman. 

Short-term missionary in Monte- 
video, Uruguay. 

Public school art teacher in Kan- 
sas City. 

Rural worker in Virginia for 
Woman’s Division of Christian 
Service. 

Member of employee relations de- 
velopment department for a leading 
industrial firm. 

Dean of women at a Methodist 
college. 

Director of Christian education in 
a Florida church. 

Nebraska hospital administrator. 

Co-ed director of a YMCA in 
Brooklyn. 

Pastors, district superintendents 
and other leaders throughout the 
church. 


Here’s the story of the career and 
life made possible by one National 
Methodist Scholarship: 

Elsie Lewis is director of Chris- 
tian education of the First Church, 
Ithaca, N. Y. In looking back at the 





WHO ARE ALUMNI OF NATIONAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND THE METHODIST STUDENT LOAN FUND? 


years that preceded this position, 
she writes, 

“I was a high school student in a 
small town where there was no 
vocational guidance and no sugges- 
tion as to scholarship help or work 
possibilities. 

“Following high school, I worked 
in a doctor's office and did much 
church work in my leisure. I felt 
that my work as a medical assistant 
was good and useful, but always 
there was the desire to do more 
church work. 

“Several years ago I read an ar- 
ticle about the National Methodist 
Scholarships and felt that this might 
be the answer. A letter to the Gen- 
eral Board inquiring about the need 
for church workers brought the re- 
ply that there was great need for 
directors of Christian education, and 
this seemed to be the place where 
my very average but varied talents 
would serve. 

“Shortly after there came word 
of the possibility of scholarship help, 
without which none of the school- 
ing would have been possible. With 
the help of the scholarship, summer 
work, and work during the school 
year as a faculty secretary, I have 
been able to get a B.A. and an M.A. 
and to serve in a profession where 
it has seemed to me God wants me 
to serve.” 








Christian service commends them to 
receive this assistance. 

The special offering which is taken 
on Methodist Student Day, as author- 
ized by the 1956 General Conference, 
is the sole source of funds for the 
scholarship program. The loan fund, 
on the other hand, is now a revolving 
fund and is largely self-sustaining. 

An envelope for the offering is in- 
cluded in the Methodist Publishing 
House set of weekly offering envelopes. 
A special Methodist Student Day en- 
velope is also available. (See order 
blank, page 22.) 

In Dodge City, Kan., First Church 
writes a letter to each of its members 
telling about the National Methodist 
Scholarship and Loan Fund, enclosing 


the offering envelope. Other churches 
place the envelopes in the pews. 

Many ministers report: “I explain 
what the offering is for and my people 
respond to the need.” 

Churches which include an amount 
for the Methodist Student Day offering 
in their annual budget rather than tak- 
ing a special offering use this day to 
explain how they share in this contri- 
bution to higher education. 

Churches will find helpful the ma- 
terials which have been sent to pas- 
tors by the Department of Methodist 
Student Loans and Scholarships. These 
include a poster, special offering en- 
velope and flyer. 

Miss Post is on the staff of the Board of 


Education as a writer in the youth and 
student fields. 
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Missions in the new Asia.... 


by Tracey K. Jones, Jr. 


Dr. Jones is administrative secretary for 
southeastern Asia in the Division of World 
Missions. These comments on changing pat- 
terns in his region are from his report to 
the Board of Missions earlier this year. 
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Nationalism and a maturing church 


point toward new ways in southeastern Asia 


—mission study region for 1956-57 


There is a growing regional self- 
consciousness among the churches of 
southeastern Asia—a region stretching 
along the mainland and adjacent is- 
lands from Burma to the Philippines. 

New thought currents force the 
church to take a fresh look at its work 
in these lands. At the same time, re- 
gional thinking holds hope of a matur- 
ing Christian fellowship as _ the 
churches of Asia become aware of their 
own missionary responsibilities. 

A noteworthy expression of new 
trends came a year ago at a meeting 
of 26 men and women representing 
Methodist churches of Asia. After 
thorough study of their present status 
and opportunities, they made two pro- 
posals for mission work. One was for 
a co-operative mission to the Iban peo- 
ple of Sarawak. The other was for an 
exchange of personnel. 





Of the latter they asked: “Could the 
Andaman Islands use a Tamil from the 
Malaya Annual Conference? Could 
the schools of Malaya use teachers 
from the Philippines or Hong Kong? 
Could Sarawak Chinese use teachers 
from the Philippines or Malaya?” And 
so on. 

These two new approaches are sug- 
gestive of the types of missionary op- 
portunity open to the churches in Asia. 
We will hear much more of this in 
the years to come. 

For the present, there are crucial 
spots among the churches of this region 
as national and regional movements 
develop. The following stand out: 


Malaya Nears Freedom 
The Federation of Malaya has been 


promised political freedom in August, 
1957. The city of Singapore has asked 
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for a similar status but this has been 
postponed for the present. 

One-half of all Singapore residents 
are under the age of 21. A new school 
for a thousand students would have 
to be opened every two weeks to keep 
up with the growing school-age popu- 
lation. It is a staggering problem. It is 
significant that the new minister of 
education in the Singapore Govern- 
ment is a Methodist. 

Methodists of Malaya are rejoicing 
that last year they raised $350,000 
locally in support of 70 schools. 

Along side this record in the min- 
istry of education stand achievements 
in missions. The Board of Home Mis- 
sions reports a budget of over $10,000, 
all raised in Malaya. Malaya Meth- 
odists are supporting Chinese and 
Batak missionaries who work among 


the Dyaks of Sarawak. 


Breakthrough in Sumatra 


The importance of Indonesia to the 
cause of Christ is symbolized by the 
fact that the conference last March 
representing all the churches in Asia 
was held here. There are 2,500,000 
Protestants in Indonesia. 

In a country where 93 per cent of 
the people are Muslims and where the 
economy is precarious, local explosions 
against Christians are to be expected. 
In some places there has been perse- 
cution and suffering. However, gen- 
erally speaking, the Christian com- 
munities are making a transition with 
the people of Indonesia to a new age, 
sharing the changes as a recognized 
part of the national life. There are 35 
Christians in Parliament. 





Clearly there has been a_break- 
through in Sumatra as far as The Meth- 
odist Church is concerned. The 
churches are working out plans of 
expansion. Morale and confidence are 
rising. 


Sarawak—Land of Decision 

Sarawak, one of the four Method- 
ist “Lands of Decision,” offers great 
opporturity. We need vision to see 
what can be done. 

Within five years, 3,000 have be- 
come members of the church. This 
was done with few missionaries. If 
within the next 10 years, 15,000 mem- 
bers could be brought into the church, 
it would mean eventually the whole 
tribe of over one hundred thousand. 

These needs stand out in Sarawak: 

First, the church must go to the 900 
longhouses along the Rejang River 
and its tributaries. The ultimate need 
will be for what the Discipline calls 
exhorters in every longhouse. This 
would indicate the need for two or 
three hundred within the next 10 
years. To care for a Christian com- 
munity of 100,000, a hundred ordained 
men should be trained eventually. 
Right now there is only one in theolog- 
ical school. To work with the ordained 
men and exhorters, there will be a 
need for some 30 missionaries. 

Second, the development of church 
life along the river should be related 
to five or six centers. Three of these 
centers already exist. Two, three or four 
more should be developed. 

Third, there should be a medical 
program. The medical board of the 
Sarawak Annual Conference has voted 


A Bible class at Methodist Mission School for Boys in Malaya. 
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to set up a hospital at Kapit. The gov- 
ernment will give land and the Board 
of Missions in the States has promised 
support. Three doctors have already 
arrived; several nurses were already 
there. On Mar. 1, Christ’s Hospital, 
Kapit, offically opened. 

Other needs are for an expanding 
educational program and agricultural 
centers. . 


Planning Ahead for China 


For the first time since 1949 there 
has been a flow of some information 
about the life and work of Christian 
churches on the mainland of China. 
A few Indian, British and Australian 
Christian visitors have entered China 
on short trips. 

Looking ahead, five things stand out 
as we seek closer fellowship with the 
tens of thousands of Methodists on 
the mainland. 

It is a time of exploration—looking 
toward restoration of fellowship on 
very different terms than in the past. 
It is a time for study—learning more 
of the strengths and weaknesses of 
the past and lessons for the future. 
It is a time for training—for prepar- 
ing new missionaries to work among 
the 22,000,000 overseas Chinese. It is 
a time for literature—the work on the 
translation of the classics of the Chris- 
tian faith into Chinese by Dr. Francis 
Jones and the production of religious 
education materials in Hong Kong 
continue. It is a time for prayer that 
we might indeed be one with our Chi- 
nese brothers and sisters. 

Methodist work continues on Tai- 
wan. On this island fortress of Na- 
tionalist China there is a Protestant 
membership of 82,774. The Methodist 
Church reported 325 in 1954, but 
membership now is close to 1,000. 
A new congregation was organized at 
Tainan last year and a full program 
of training institutes for laymen and 
young people runs throughout the 
year. Plans are under way to build 
a permanent church in Taipei. 

In Hong Kong the two branches of 
Methodism, British and American, are 
trying to meet pressing needs with 
limited resources. 

These are but a few of the points 
of crisis in southeastern Asia—prob- 
lems we can try to understand and 
opportunities that Methodists of 
America can help to meet in the name 


of Christ. 














Closing Date: May 31 


by Thomas B. Lugg 


The fiscal year, or report year, for 
The Methodist Church begins on June 
| and closes the following May 31. 
We are rapidly approaching the close 
of another fiscal year. 

In the 1957-58 year ahead of our 
church, the World Service agencies 
will be limited in their budget build- 
ing to the amount of money received 
in the year closing. The next year's 
budgets are conditioned upon this 
year's receipts. For this reason, and 
also because those who give money for 
the benevolent causes of the church 
want their money to go to work im- 
mediately, every church is urgently 


requested to send to the conference 
treasurer all funds for the general pro- 
gram of the church. 

Inasmuch as the local church treas- 
urer receives most of his funds from 
the plate offerings on Sunday, it is sug- 
gested that Monday, May 27, be the 
closing date for the local church. 

For the benefit of the annual con- 
ference treasurer, the books of the Cen- 
tral Treasury will be held open until 
4:30 p.m. CDT on Wednesday, June 
5. Any funds received later will be 
credited to the following fiscal year. 

Receipts for the general funds of the 
church, with a few exceptions, have 


Benevolence Report 





$12,200,000 March March 
Benevolence Funds 1956 “1957 
10,000,000 bag gan $1,036,962 $794,464 
$12,200,000) 
World Service Specials 2,860 3,795 
8,000,000 General Advance 441,588 531,741 
Specials 
Week of Dedication 206,662 107,577 
6,000,000 Fellowship of Suffering © 33,777 23,926 
and Service 
Methodist TV Ministry 17,053 7,204 
4,000,000 Hungarian Relief Fund 147,834 
Administrative Funds 
Episcopal Fund 128,779 112,070 
2,000,000 vsti s20385) ers 
General Administration 39,788 28,307 
errs heel 
. Interdenominational 26. 
so far this year ri alien 














WORLD SERVICE GAINS 


Annual receipts for World Service 
on Apportionment for the past eight 
years. 


1948-49 $ 7,672,360 
1949-50 7,813,597 
1950-51 8,136,170 
1951-52 8,160,277 
1952-53 9,316,506 
1953-54 9,620,625 
1954-55 9,761,408 
1955-56 9,877,534 





been excellent so far this year. The 
final test of this year’s benevolence 
giving awaits the 100 per cent remit- 
tances of the 102 conference treasurers 
who will be making their last-minute 
reports on or before June 5. 

With all general funds remitted by 
the local church treasurers, and in turn 
by the conference treasurers, 1956-57 
will be another year of victory. 





Dr. Lugg is general secretary and treasurer 
of the Council on World Service and Fi- 
nance. He is custodian of the church-wide 
benevolence and administrative funds of 
The Methodist Church, with offices at 740 
Rush St., Chicago 11, IIl. 


e 1- une 1- Percent 
jar. 31 ar. 31 increase 
"55-56 "56.°57 
; decrease 
$7,129,046 $7,939,573 +1137 
83,507 69,274 —17.04 
3417,989 4,092,642 +19.74 
343,551 218,947 —36.27 
656,694 601,439 — 841 
126,972 83,718 —34.06 
986,083 
980,962 1,052,244 + 7.27 
285,202 357,667 +25.41 
228,237 271,893 +-19.13 


Figures are from Thomas B. Lugg, treasurer, Council on World Service and Finance. The fiscal year for all these funds is June 1 to May 31. 


6 


THE METHODIST STORY 


7) 


© 

































mental i 


istration and promotion. ) 


Our New Peace Project 


by Charles F. Boss, Jr. 


The United Na- 
tions, United 
States foreign 
policy and Inter- 
governmen- 
tal Peace Affairs 
will be paramount 
in the program 
adopted last fall by 
The Methodist 
Church’s Board of World Peace. 

The headquarters of the board’s new 
division of United Nations and inter- 
governmental affairs has been estab- 
lished in the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace Building at 345 
East 46th Street, directly across from 
the United Nations. 

United Nations seminars for min- 
isters and laymen and _ specialized 
seminars for editors, educators and 
others, together with UN visits of 
shorter duration, will be conducted 
throughout the year. 

This expanded program of interna- 
tional affairs will provide Methodists 
with direct contacts with: (1) person- 
nel from the United Nations Secre- 
tariat, including persons from many 
different countries; (2.) representatives 
from the U.S. mission Cor embassy) 
to the United Nations—Ambassador 
Lodge and delegates; (3) delegates or 
advisors, consultants, press and others 
from many countries; (4) technical 
assistance, trusteeship, UNESCO, vis- 
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The Methodist Board of World Peace 
has strengthened its work in intergovern- 
ially interpreting the 
church to the United Nations and the UN 
to the church. The expanded program is 
directed by the Rev. Charles F. Boss, Jr., 
from an office across the street from UN 
headquarters: 345 E. 46th St., New York. 
( Other activities of the Board of World 
Peace continue: to be administered from 
board headquarters at 740 Rush St., Chi- — 
cago, under direction of the Rev. Daniel 
E. Taylor, executive secretary for admin- 





ual, children’s workers and others who 
have had first-hand field experience. 


Organized Seminars Get Results 


United Nations area-wide seminars 
will be provided. 

Such four-day seminars in the past 
have been held for the Iowa, Illinois, 
Ohio, Michigan and Pittsburgh areas, 
for example. In the case of the Pitts- 
burgh Area, Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke, 
all 20 district superintendents, two 
pastors from each district, along with 
the area public relations director and 
the executive secretary of the general 
Board of World Peace, were in the 
seminar. 

A new series has begun: Bishop and 
Mrs. John Wesley Lord participated in 
the UN Seminar March 11-14. 


Liaison with Department of State 

“How can we influence UN policy 
for peace?” is often asked. The answer 
for Americans lies in their influence 
upon United States policy. There are 
good reasons why US. foreign policy 
holds a strong position in the UN to- 
day. 

State Department seminars for the 
year ahead have been discussed with 
State Department personnel and mu- 
tual exchange and consultation will 
continue. To the extent possible, State 
Department personnel is available for 
our major programs. 


The executive secretary will con- 
tinue to avail himself of the numerous 
opportunities for friendly consultation 
with UN and State Department per- 
sonnel. The hope is that this will be 
of value in offering our own policy 
recommendations. 

This executive secretary for United 
Nations and intergovernmental affairs 
will continue to provide leadership for 
the seminars for Methodist leaders 
overseas, such as were conducted for 
some 12 to 14 countries at Zurich in 
1950 and 1951, and in Frankfort in 
1955. 


Other Functions of Office 


This program will include witness- 
ing before appropriate committees of 
Congress on U.S. and UN policy as 
may be appropriate in the light of 
Methodist resolutions and actions of 
various church bodies. 

This office will assist with a meet- 
ing at Lake Junaluska, N. C., for 
Methodist peace leaders from seven or 
eight countries. They have asked our 
UN headquarters office to serve in a 
liaison capacity with respect to infor- 
mation and publications. 

The executive secretary for United 
Nations and intergovernmental affairs 
will continue to serve on the Board of 
Governors of The American Associa- 
tion of the United Nations. 
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an Experience to Be Recaptured 


Pentecost Sunday, June 9, will be 
“one great day of witnessing,” if 
churches answer the call of the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

3ishop William C. Martin, proposed 
this resolution at the 1956 annual 


‘meeting of the Board of Evangelism. 


It was enthusiastically adopted in turn 
by the board, the General Confer- 
ence Committee on Membership and 
Evangelism and by the General Con- 
ference itself. 

The resolution was short and mean- 
ingful: 

“We memorialize the General Con- 
ference to set aside Pentecost Sunday 
each year as ‘One Great Day of Wit- 
nessing,’ and that the preparation of 
the materials and promotion of the 
day be under the direction of the Gen- 
eral Board of Evangelism.” 

Pentecost Sunday (the fiftieth day, 
inclusive, after Easter) effers a signif- 
cant opportunity for every church to 
share once again in the experience 
by which the power of the Holy Spirit 
was made manifest in the lives of 
first-century Christians. But more than 
that, the day presents an opportunity 
for millions of Methodist Christians to 
experience the power of God as re- 
vealed in the working of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The record of Pentecost in the New 
Testament suggests two purposes as 
central in the observance: (1) To re- 


General Conference has asked Methodists 


to make Pentecost, June 9, 
‘One Great Day of Witnessing’ 


by G. Ernest Thomas 


ceive God’s gift of the Holy Spirit 
through prayer and worship; and (2) 
To give God’s gift of the Holy Spirit 
through witnessing. 

The record of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles makes it clear that these two pur- 
poses are inseparable. 


Program 


The following program is suggested 
for the observance of Pentecost in 1957. 
It should, of course, be adapted to meet 
the needs of a local congregation but 
each of its four parts is essential if the 
New Testament experience of Pente- 
cost is to become a reality in the life 
of a congregation. 

1. A: morning watch service or a 
communion breakfast. 

Such a service may be held at 6, 
7 or 8 o'clock in the morning. The 
important fact is that it should pre- 
cede the usual Sunday program. The 
program for the morning watch service 
should emphasize testimony and 
prayer. 

If a communion breakfast is planned, 
it will be helpful to concentrate upon 
the attendance of men. The Methodist 
Men or organized Bible classes may 
sponsor it. 

Whatever order is followed for the 
service, the program should lead the 
people to expect God’s presence to be 
revealed. 

The morning watch or communion 


breakfast are not designed primarily 
to capture the attendance of large 
numbers of people. The service should 
include those whose spiritual expect- 
ancy will create a channel through 
which the power of the Holy Spirit 
may come into the lives of those in 
attendance and, through them, to all 
the members of the church. 

2. A great service of morning wor- 
ship, including a roll call of members 
and reception of new members. 

On Pentecost Sunday every leader 
in the church is privileged to stress 
fellowship. Larger churches may find it 
necessary to conduct the roll call by 
using cards in the pews or by placing 
in the vestibule charts which include 
the name of every member and may 
be checked by each one present. 

As the fellowship of believers is 
stressed, it should be obvious that this 
will be the time when persons will 
be received into the church. 

3. At Pentecost the early Christians 
felt an urgent need to witness. The 
observance of Pentecost in 1957 calls 
for a witness of the Spirit to the un- 
churched by visitation. 

After the Pentecost experience Peter 
could say, “Such as I have, I give.” 
Without the urge to share the expe- 
rience, Pentecost loses its meaning. It 
is important to follow up the services 
with visitation. 

The visitation will be organized by 
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the commission on membership and 
evangelism. The prospects will be those 
whose names have been gathered in 
the weeks preceding Pentecost. 

Pentecost Sunday will lose much of 
its potential power if visitors are not 
inspired to go out to share the Good 
News as part of the observance of the 
day. 

4. Evening service in sanctuary and 
in homes throughout the parish. 

The observance will not be com- 
plete without an emphasis upon Pente- 
cost in the home. The New Testament 
tells us that the Holy Spirit often came 
to people gathered in homes. “The 
Holy Spirit came upon them [in the 
home],” the record says in Acts 19:6. 

Churches which regularly have an 
evening service will plan the music, 
the sermon and the order of worship 
so as to stress the place of the Holy 
Spirit in a Christian home. It is sug- 
gested that members of the congrega- 
tion and their friends go to selected 
homes throughout the parish after the 
evening service for a brief song and 
prayer period. 

Churches that do not regularly have 
an evening service will find it profitable 
to select sufficient homes in which 
meetings are to be held and to in- 
vite every member by letter and per- 


sonal contact. The booklet, Recaptur- 
ing Pentecost, by Halford E. Luccock 
will be helpful to group leaders. 


An Experience Recaptured 


Pentecost has often been a celebra- 
tion of an event which took place in 
history. In 1957 it can be an experience 
recaptured. God is willing to give the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to all who will 
receive it. Let it be said of every con- 
gregation in The Methodist Church 
that the way has been prepared and 
the people have been made ready. In 
such an atmosphere the Spirit will 
come, and power will fill the needs of 
every individual life, as well as every 
part of the church program. 


Visits: Morning, Afternoon, Evening 


Some churches will find it profitable 
for visitation evangelism to be con- 
ducted “around the clock,” from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m., using three groups of 
visitors. 

One group, the morning visitors, 
will meet for breakfast at 8 a.m., fol- 
lowed by a brief period of training by 
the pastor, receive their assignments, 
and visit from 9 a.m. until noon. They 
will make their reports at a noon 
luncheon. 

The second group, the afternoon vis- 


itors, will have 12:30 lunch with the 
morning visitors, hear their reports, 
receive brief but pointed instructions 
in visitation, be given their assign- 
ments, visit from 2 until 5 p.m., and 
make their reports at a supper meet- 
ing. 

The third group, the evening visi- 
tors, will have 5:30 supper with the 
afternoon visitors, receive the visitation 
evangelism instruction, be given their 
assignments, visit from 7 to 9 p.m., and 
have their report meeting at the church 
at 9:30. 

In any such visitation, the regular 
visitation evangelism materials which 
most churches have (available from 
Tidings, 1908 Grand Ave., Nashville) 
may be used. 

Truly such visitation, preceded by 
prayer and planning, under the leader- 
ship of the Holy Spirit will be “one 
great day of witnessing.” It will make 
Pentecost Sunday a glorious experience 
both for those who visit and those who 
are visited. It will also result in a large 
ingathering into the Church “of such 
as should be saved.” 





Dr. Thomas is director of the Department 
of Spiritual Life of the General Board of 
Evangelism. 


WORLD COUNCIL MATERIALS 


Eastern Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant 
churches all over the world will be called to prayer 
on Pentecost Sunday, June 9, by the seven presi- 
dents of the World Council of Churches. A mes- 
sage designed to be read in the churches is issued 
each year by the WCC presidents on this day, ob- 
served by many churches throughout the world as 
time to stress Christian unity. 

The New York office of the World Council of 
Churches has prepared a packet of Pentecost ma- 
terials. It contains a four-color poster, bulletin 
cover, the presidents’ message and ministers’ helps. 
The Pentecost Sunday helps include a statement 
on the background of the Christian observance of 
the day. A list of hymns and Bible texts is included, 
along with material for the preparation of Pente- 
cost sermons. 

To get the packet, which also includes a news 
release on Pentecost, send 50 cents to Pentecost 
Materials, World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 

Bulletin covers carry this year’s theme “diversi- 
ties of gifts but the same spirit.” They repeat the 
poster design. Covers are available at the price of 
100 for $1.50. The poster is red, gold and white 
on a black background. 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM MATERIALS 


1. Recapturing Pentecost, 48-page booklet by Dr. Halford E. Luccock of 
Yale, for use by churches and for personal reading to rekindle Pentecostal 
fires in individual hearts. May be effectively used in midweek services and 
spiritual life groups also. 15¢ each; 10 or more, 10¢ each. 


2. Pentecost in Our Church, an attractive two-color invitation card for 
mailing to every member and constituent. 100 for $1. 


3. Attendance Registration Card for Pentecost Sunday. Special card for 
every person present on Pentecost Sunday. 100 for 60¢. 


4. Service of Worship for Pentecost. A helpful and complete order of 
service for Pentecost Sunday. Especially helpful and appreciated in churches 
that are not accustomed to printed services of worship. 100 for $2. 


5. Pentecost Letterhead with the heading, “Pentecost Sunday, The Day‘ 
of the Holy Spirit—The Birthday of the Church.” For use by pastors, official 
boards and commissions in writing a Pentecost letter to the members. 100 
for $1. Churches will use their own envelopes for mailing. 


6. The Ministry of the Holy Spirit, by Edwin Lewis. Truly one of the 
greatest books on the Holy Spirit available in our time. 50¢ each; 12 or 
more, 35¢ each. 


7. Ye Are My Witnesses, a leaflet calling upon every Christian to witness 
for the Master. 100 for $2. 


8. The Gift of the Holy Spirit, a leaflet that contains the scriptural ac- 
count of Pentecost. Very effective. People who might not necessarily read 
it from the Bible might read it this way, and if so, will be blessed. 100 for $2. 


Order from Tidings, Evangelistic Literature Department of the General 
Board of Evangelism, 1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 
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by Webb B. Garrison 


The Rev. J. H. Peet, with 50 other 
accepted supply pastors, attended a 
special summer school at the College 
of the Pacific last year. 

There was nothing especially un- 
usual about his study—except that he 
was 67 years old, holds the B.A. de- 
eree from Cornell College and the 
M.A. from the University of Chicago 
and had spent 39 years as superin- 
tendent of schools in Iowa cities. 

Oh, yes, there was one other de- 
parture from convention: as a member 
of the General Board of Education 
during a recent quadrennium, he 
helped shape policies for the course of 
study he is now pursuing by corre- 
spondence. 





Born in Jones County, Iowa, 
Brother Peet became a Methodist in 
1905, at the age of 17. Five years later 
he was granted a local preacher's 
license. Always active in church work, 
he became a full-time pastor after re- 
tiring from the field of education two 
vears ago. 

Just after his retirement he was ap- 
proached by the Rev. Harvey Nelson, 
superintendent of Waterloo District, 
North Iowa Conference. 

“A young fellow like you should be 
in a young church,” Dr. Nelson sug- 
gested. So he proposed that the edu- 
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Brother Peet leads a service in the temporary 
sanctuary of St. Mark’s Church—a basketball court. 


... back to school at 67 


When supply preachers go to school it’s no vacation— 


it’s work that makes them better pastors 


cator assume pastoral leadership of 
St. Mark’s Church in Evansdale, a 
suburb of Waterloo. At that time the 
congregation was not yet formally es- 
tablished. After 51 charter members 
were received on Aug. 28, 1955, Mr. 
Peet became pastor on Sept. 1. 

“We now have 105 members,” he 
reports. “My people have given me 
wonderful support. They are faithful 
workers and givers. They are growing 
in Christian graces.” 

Like any other new unit, St. Mark’s 
faces problems. Worship services are 
held in a YMCA building. Pulpit, 
altar, furniture and symbols are all 
portable, for they must be cleared away 
after each service. “I feel that we have 
a very worshipful atmosphere,” declares 
the pastor. “This in spite of the fact 
that I preach from a pulpit under a 
basketball hoop.” 

Practically all constituents are em- 
ployed in Waterloo, working for the 
John Deere Company and Rath Pack- 
ing Company. 

An initial survey of the neighbor- 
hood was launched by the Rev. Harley 
W. Farnham, then district superintend- 
ent. Through his efforts, a student 
participating in the “70-E” program 
spent a summer developing plans for 
the new church. Several established 


congregations designated Advance Spe- 
cials for St. Mark’s; so members of 
the young congregation know that 
they have behind them the skill and 
interest of a great connectional sys- 
tem. 

It was one aspect of that system 
which led a man old in experience but 
young in the ministry to enter a course 
of study. 

Part of every World Service dollar 
goes to support a program of in-service 
training for men who become pastors 
without having had seminary training. 
Administered by the Rev. J. Richard 
Spann of the General Board of Educa- 
tion, it includes both correspondence 
work and a chain of summer schools 
on Methodist campuses. 

There was no hesitation on the part 
of his constituents when Brother Peet 
asked to be away for a month of study. 
Leading laymen recognized that they 
stood to gain by any intellectual and 
spiritual growth on the part of their 
minister. 

The author asked the ex-schoolmas- 
ter to evaluate his study. 

“Quality of instruction in the sum- 
mer course was tops,” he declared. “Our 
professors were masters in their re- 
spective fields. They demanded high 
quality work, but they were very fair- 
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A class at last year’s Supply Pastors’ School at 


College of the Pacific, attended by Mr. 


minded. I think the college was a great 
success.” 

Though he is also working diligently 
at his correspondence course—standard 
for all accepted supply pastors and for 
conference undergraduates not in sem- 
inary—the ex-schoolman recognizes its 
limitations. He feels such study is 
“satisfactory,” but not to be compared 
with the person-to-person exchange 
experienced in the classroom. 

Much of his satisfaction in the work 
and study of a Methodist minister 
stems from the faithful and dedicated 
help of a colleague—Mrs. Peet. She 
has been active in church work for 
many years, but there was little she 
could do to help her husband in his 
vocation. 

“Now my life is quite different,” she 
says. “We work together and help each 
other. 

“All this has meant a great deal to 
me. We have come to know and love 
our people, and feel greatly rewarded 
for our work among them.” 

After nearly two years under the 
leadership of these devoted shepherds, 
folk of St. Mark’s are frankly com- 
mitted to the Methodist way of pro- 
viding ministers. They point out that 
they would not have a pastor if it were 
not for the plan by which selected 
men may be named as “supplies.” 

“We rather doubt that he really has 
as much to learn as he says,” they de- 
clare. “But our preacher can keep on 
going to school as long as he’s willing.” 





Mr. Garrison is director of press and 
printing services for the Division of the 
Local Church, General Board of Education. 
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Peet. 


One of the commendable on-going 
projects of the conference Boards of Lay 
Activities is filling the pulpit of every 
supply pastor while he is attending one 
of the four-week Approved Supply Pas- 
tors’ Schools. : 

This schedule is to be worked out 
through the district lay leader, the dis- 
trict superintendent and the supply pas- 
tor. 

Last year, more than 1,300 supply pas- 
tors attended the schools in America. 





1957 Supply Pastors’ Schools 


Atlantic Coast Area 

Baltimore Area 

Candler School of Theology 

Duke University Approved 
Supply Pastors’ School 


Garrett Biblical Institute 


Indian Mission 


New England Area 


New Orleans Area 


Perkins School of Theology 


Rio Grande 


St. Louis Area 


Western Jurisdiction 


Westminster 


Feb. 25-Mar. 22 


Gammon Theological Semi- 
inary, Atlanta, Ga. 


Bennett College, 


Greensboro, N.C. 


June 24-July 19 


July 22-Aug. 16 


Emory University, 


Atlanta, Ga. 


Duke University, 
Durham, N.C. 


July 16-Aug. 9 


Garrett Biblical Institute, 
Evanston, IIl. 


Oklahoma City University, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


July 29-Aug. 23 


Feb. 18-Mar. 8 


July 22-Aug.16 Boston University School 


of Theology, 
Boston, Mass. 


Gulfside, 
Waveland, Miss. 


Southern Methodist Uni- 


versity, Dallas, Tex. 


Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity, Dallas, Tex. 


June 24-July 19 
June 10-July 11 
July 11-Aug. 15 
July 11-Aug. 15 
Lincoln Memorial Univer- 


sity, Jefferson City, Mo. 


College of the Pacific, 
Stockton, Calif. 


July 16-Aug. 19 


July 24-Aug. 20 


Westminster Theological 
Seminary, Westminster, 


Md. 


June 18-July 12 











7 World Wide 


by George H. Jones 


“No one can vote against prayer,” said 
someone as a seemingly “beautiful but 
harmless” resolution on prayer was lifted 
to the docket of the Methodist General 
Conference in Minneapolis last May 7. 

And no one did vote against it. 

But, whereas many thought that it was 
just another resolution disposed of, the 
verdict of the years may prove that it 
was the most. significant resolution 
passed by the General Conference. 

Prayer changes things. “It moves the 
hand that moves the world.” It changes 
people. Dr. Frank C. Laubach says: “This 
nation will discover that its tremendous 
prayer program will have lifted it to a 
new height of devotion and morality. 
Prayer will be the salvation of the na- 
tion. This prayer movement will turn 
out to be the greatest blessing for the 
peace of the world.” 

What did the General Conference 
resolution on prayer say? What did it 
enjoin upon the people called Method- 
ists? What forms and methods, what plans 
and programs did it call for? Nothing 
specific at all! It said simply, “Prayer 
works, try it! Make 1957 a year of prayer, 
and invite everybody else to do so.” 

It was as simple as that. The actual 
language called upon The Methodist 
Church to do three things: 

“1. To reaffirm its faith in the ef- 
ficacy of individual prayer and in the 
power of united prayer of persons de- 
voted to the will of God; 

“2. To urge all Methodists, individual- 
ly and collectively, to cultivate the prayer 
habit until prayer becomes natural to 
them and they pray without ceasing; 

“3. To go on record as desiring and 
inviting all Christians throughout the 
world to co-operate in making 1957 the 
greatest year of prayer for peace, for 
brotherhood, and for personal commit- 
ment to God that this world has ever 
known.” 

Thousands of Methodists have already 
begun to do just that! The prayer move- 
ment is beginning to take the propor- 
tions of a snowball. 

At the World Methodist Conference 
at Lake Junaluska, last September, the 
Committee on Evangelism added its bless- 
ing to the call to prayer for 1957. 

And when this call to prayer became 
known, many Methodists and Christian 
leaders said: “That is what we need. 
Let’s make all of our 1956 prayer vigils, 
prayer chains and simultaneous and con- 
tinuous prayer efforts but the prelude 
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Prayer Movement 


for an even greater prayer movement in 
1957.” 

What had been done in 1956? Here 
are just a few illustrations: Thousands 
of churches in scores of annual confer- 
ences in the United States maintained 
continuous year-round chain prayer meet- 
ings; Brazilian Methodism maintained a 
275-day chain of prayer from Easter 
to New Year’s dawn; almost every per- 
son in Denmark had paused for five min- 
utes to pray; Methodism in India ob- 
served a chain of prayer. God only knows 
how many prayer vigils were held, how 
many prayer groups started, how many 
homes were blessed in 1956 by prayer. 

It is not even known to man in how 
many nations the year 1957 was ushered 
in by public prayer and watch night 
services in churches large and small. We 
do know that the Rev. W. E. Sangster 
led an all-night prayer vigil in London, 
England, in City Road Chapel. Watch 
night services were held in Singapore, 
Honolulu, Paris, Nashville, Dublin, Brus- 
sells, Rangoon, Capetown, Basel, and 
Seoul, to mention some places. 


Many other countries could be named 
where such services were common and 
where all of 1957 will be regarded as a 
special year of prayer by Methodists and 
others. Some of them are Brazil, Nor- 
way, Finland, Denmark, Sweden, Yugo- 
slavia, India, Argentina, Formosa, Japan, 
Jordan, Mexico, Congo and Chile. 

In the United States more than 2,000 
churches are known to have plans to 
take part. 

What can you do in this movement? 

The least you can do is what the 
Rev. William E. Sangster has suggested 
(see his message below). You can “af- 
fect world events” by making yourself 
“a channel to the power of God.” You 
can pray as you have never prayed be- 
fore. You can pray until prayer becomes 
natural to you, until the prayer habit 
is formed. You can pray for world peace, 
for brotherhood and for personal com- 
mitment. Furthermore, you can help God 
answer your prayers. 

Second, you can help your church 
to become a praying church. You can 
co-operate with your pastor and other 
praying people in your church to form 
“vital cells of prayer,” as Dr. Sangster 
terms them. 

And you can have a vital part in the 
1957 World Prayer Movement. You can 
use long hours in prayer and cause 
others to do so. 





Dr. Sangster on Prayer 


The one thing on which all robust 
Christians agree is the need for and the 
efficacy of prayer. For new understand- 
ing among the nations, for new resolu- 
tion in our work for world peace, for 
new channels by which the tide of re- 
vival could flow in and irrigate the barren 
wastes of Church life . . . we need 
more prayer. 

Prayer, in itself, is an act of faith 
and it nourishes the faith it expresses. 
Prayer warms cold churches. Prayer 
burns up old feuds. Prayer opens up 
to the power of God, and provides God 
with a channel by which his power 
can flow into family life, social life, 
business life, and into the life of the 
nation and the world. 

The New Testament gives us a pic- 
ture of the world surrounded by the 
power of God waiting to break into this 
human existence and work wonders. It 
breaks in at the point of faith and by the 
channel of prayer. Any man or woman 
can affect world events who will open 
himself or herself as a channel to the 
power of God. If vital cells of prayer were 
formed all over the world, there is no 
limit to the changes that would come. 


W. E. Sancster, Chairman 
Committee on Evangelism, 
World Methodist Council 
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Methodists have much at stake in 
Alaska these days. 

On this last frontier of America they 
have joined with the city of Anchorage 
and, indeed, with the whole booming 
territory to establish a new four-year col- 
lege—one that is expected to fill a long- 
standing need for higher education under 
Christian auspices. 

To Methodist folk in many churches 
the Alaska Methodist University may be 
just another asking in a seemingly heavy 
burden of benevolence requests. But, in 
reality, the college fund-raising drive is 
an opportunity for Methodists to register 
anew their strong belief in the church’s 
role in higher learning.. 

The Methodist Church has adopted as 
one of its two quadrennial emphases the 
strengthening of its educational institu- 
tions. For a world church the emphasis is 
as applicable outside the boundaries of 
the United States as it is within. And the 
Alaska Methodist University furnishes 
perhaps the most striking example of 
Methodism’s efforts to serve the cause of 
Christian higher education outside the 
mainland borders. For in Alaska the 
church is attempting to give to a whole 
vast area and to an alert and energetic 
people their first church-centered senior 
college. 


Urgent Need for College 


The Division of National Missions of 
the Board of Missions is taking the leader- 
ship in founding the liberal arts college, 
working in co-operation with a “Commit- 
tee of 100 for the Alaska Methodist Col- 
lege.” This committee includes civic 


leaders from Anchorage and all Alaska. 
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The project, however, has the firm back- 
ing of Methodism on every level. 

The need for a church-related college 
is real and urgent to the people of 
Anchorage. They realize their future 
leadership potential is limited by lack 
of completely adequate college opportuni- 
ties fo , their most talented young people. 
They demonstrated their concern and 
their willingness to help by pledging 
$700,000 for the college in 1955. That 
was $200,000 more than the goal that 
was set. 

Now the people of Alaska, including 
3,500 Methodists, are looking at “state- 
side” Methodists and saying, “We are do- 
ing our part; we are showing our con- 
cern. Are you willing to help us?” 

The Methodists of the United States 
are answering “Yes” in a gratifying way. 
But their answer must become louder 
in the coming months. 

It has been the stated policy of the 
Division of National Missions since the 
start of the college project that no con- 
struction could begin before $2,000,000 
was available in cash. 

Events are moving rapidly toward mak- 
ing the college a bricks-and-mortar reality 
within the next year to 18 months. A 
board of trustees has been elected, key 
personnel will be employed this year and 
construction is tentatively scheduled to 
start in 1958. 

Members of the first board of trustees 
are as follows: 

Robert Atwood, editor and publisher 
of the Anchorage Times, Anchorage, 
Alaska; Bishop A. Raymond Grant, Port- 
land Area; H. Conwell Snoke, treasurer 
of the Division of National Missions, 


Philadelphia, Pa.; the Rev. Fred Mc- 


Ginnis, superintendent of Methodist 
work in Alaska, Anchorage; George V. 
Steed, San Gabriel, Calif.; John Con- 
nolly, Anchorage attorney; the Rev. W. 
Vernon Middleton, general secretary of 
the Division of National Missions, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; the Rev. Meredith Groves, 
Eugene, Ore.; Don DaFoe, commissioner 
of education in Alaska; Fred Axford, 
Robert Simpson and George Sharrock, 
Anchorage; Miss Louise Kellogg, Palmer, 
Alaska; E. D. McDonald, Harlingen, 
Tex.; Dr. Chester M. Alter, chancellor, 
University of Denver, Denver, Colo.; and 
the Rev. Myron F. Wicke, Division of 
Educational Institutions, General Board 
of Education, Nashville, Tenn. 

All of these developments, however, 
are predicated on the continued support 
of Methodist churches and members. In a 
year and a half of intensive cultivation 
more than 6,000 churches have responded 
with total cash contributions of about 
$650,000. Cash payments on pledges in 
Anchorage total more than $200,000. 
This means that about $850,000 of the 
needed $2,000,000 is in hand. It also 
means that the remaining $1,150,000 
must be forthcoming within the next 
year. 


Depend on Stateside Giving 


A portion will come from payments on 
the Anchorage pledges, but the biggest 
share must come from American Method- 
ists through the Advance Special pro- 
gram. 

If giving continues to climb as the col- 
lege story becomes more widely known, 
prospects are good for obtaining the ini- 
tial two million in time for construction 
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Half of the 16 trustees for Alaska Methodist College were present for the chartering Jan. 
16 at Buck Hill Falls, Pa. Seated left to right are Atwood, Grant, and Snoke. Standing 
are McGinnis, Steed, Connolly, Middleton, and Groves. 


to begin in 1958. There are also good 
long-range prospects for obtaining an ad- 
ditional three million dollars needed to 
provide the highest type of educational 
plant. 

H. Conwell Snoke, co-ordinator of col- 
lege development and treasurer of the 
Division of National Missions, reported 
recently that churches have pledged 
$575,000 above actual cash payments 
and that episcopal areas have set goals 
totaling an additional $2,253,000. 

The five million dollars is expected to 
provide the initial needs for a college 
offering the type of broad education en- 
visioned by the college’s Academic Ad- 


visory Council. The council is composed 
of six leading Methodist educators. 

To make certain that the educational 
needs of Alaska are fully represented in 
the curriculum and that the college will 
be geared to the total program of higher 
education in the territory, Dr. Chester M. 
Alter, chancellor of the University of 
Denver, has been to Alaska to talk with 
leading educators. He is chairman of the 
Academic Advisory Council. 

Newspaper Backs College 

Reference has been made to the ur- 
gency Alaskans feel about the college. 
This urgency—and the faith they have 





that The Methodist Church will come 
through for them—was expressed edi- 
torially in the Anchorage Times, one of 
Alaska’s leading dailies, in December. 
The editorial accompanied an eight-page 
special section devoted exclusively to col- 
lege plans and to telling Alaskans how 
U.S. Methodists were at work for the 
school. 

Robert B. Atwood, Times editor and 
publisher, said: “The enthusiasm for the 
college centers now on the quiet and un- 
seen activity of people digging into their 
pocketbooks for their monthly and annual 
pledges so that the $2,000,000 cash fund 
will be available for the start of construc- 
tion.” 

The case for the college was summed 
up best perhaps in the comment by 
Bishop A. Raymond Grant of the Port- 
land Area and chairman of the national 
Alaska Methodist College Committee. A 
firm supporter of the college for several 
years, Bishop Grant said: 

“The Alaska Methodist College pre- 
sents one of the most challenging causes 
I know to men and women who are seek- 
ing another channel through which they 
can bear witness to their Christian stew- 
ardship. For generations the Christian 
church has emphasized ‘the glory of the 
lighted mind’ and through our educa- 
tional institutions and their teachings we 
have sought to develop a greater aware- 
ness of God’s purpose for human beings 
as revealed in everyday living.” 

Methodists have much at stake in 


Alaska these days. 


Mr. Perryman is associate director of 
news service for the Methodist Board of 
Missions. 





Urge Local Church Evangelism 


Membership growth of The Methodist 
Church has not been keeping pace with 
population growth in the United States, 
according to Harry Denman, general sec- 
retary of the General Board of Evange- 
lism. 

The church has approximately 9,445,- 
000 members. Its net increase last year 
was about 132,000 or approximately 1.4 
per cent over the previous year. Popula- 
tion in the U.S. has been increasing about 
2 per cent a year, Dr. Denman said. 

“Our net increase last year was the 
largest in six years,” Dr. Denman said, 
“but The Methodist Church should have 
a net gain of at least 3 per cent a year.” 

Dr. Denman gave three reasons why 
Methodism did not keep up with popu- 
lation increases: 

1. Many local churches removed in- 
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active and indifferent members without 
following disciplinary requirements. 

2. Every time an assessment is placed 
on the local church, based on its number 
of members, leaders begin to remove the 
non-paying members from the church 
rolls. 

3. We are not organizing a sufficient 
number of new churches. “We need to 
go to the new communities and start new 
churches.” 

“We need a vision,” Dr. Denman 
urged, “in order to see the people of the 
city slums, lonely people of wealth, neg- 
lected people in rural areas, alcoholics and 
social drinkers and selfish people who are 
steeped in secularism. 

“We need a vision of the unchurched 
youth. We must tell young people about 
Christ; or we will lose a generation and 


we will have a pagan nation. We must 
reach the millions of children who need 
to be in church school. 

“We need the concern and compassion 
of our Christ for every person.” 

Dr. Denman was speaking at the an- 
nual meeting of the General Board of 
Evangelism at San Diego, Calif., in 
February. He said the local church 
must become a great evangelistic unit 
by: 

1. Evangelizing the evangelized (mem- 
bers becoming personal evangelists). 

2. Having a net increase in member- 
ship each year. 

3. Increasing the number of families 
and individuals having daily devotions. 

4. Helping to organize new churches. 

5. Recruiting persons for full-time 
service for Christ and His Church. 

6. Every church receiving persons by 
profession of faith. 
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Commission on Stewardship 
and Finance 


Included among the many timely leaf- 
lets on stewardship suitable for enclosures 
in church mailings to the membership is 
a brand new one by Roy L. Smith. En- 
titled Jesus Talked About It, the leaflet 
is available from the General Board of 
Lay Activities, 100 copies for $2. 

Other leaflets are available: 

Church Pews (Smith), 2¢ each, 100 
for $1.50 

The Miracle of Worship (Blake), 5¢ 
each, 12 for 55¢, 100 for $3.75 

A Fellowship Church (Morelock), 5¢ 
each, 12 for 50¢, 100 for $4 

The Layman in the Church Service 
(Veh), 1¢ each, 100 for 50¢ 

Christian Stewardship, 2¢ each, 100 
for $1 

The Fine Art of Giving (Brown), 2¢ 
each, 100 for $1.50 

Systematic and Sound (Marvin), 2¢ 
each, 100 for $1 

Christian Tithing—An Appreciation 
(Versteeg), 2¢ each, 100 for $1.50 

The Fellowship of Tithing (Snider), 
3¢ each, 100 for $2 

The Christian Tither and His World 
(Snider), 2¢ each, 100 for $1.50 

Something Better Than a Fortune 
(Eddy), 5¢ each, 12 for 50¢ 100 for $3 

Aunt Nan’s Coffee Grinder (Bancroft) 
2¢ each, 100 for $1.50 
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The Minimum Standard of Giving 
CHamlett), 5¢ each, 12 for 50¢, 100 for 
$3.50 

Does Tithing Make Any Difference? 
(Franzell), 5¢ each, 12 for 35¢ 100 for 
$2.50 


General Board of Lay Activities, 740 
Rush St., Chicago 11, III. 


Commission on Membership 
and Evangelism 


In May every church will be concerned 
about three things that relate themselves 
to the commission on membership and 
evangelism: 

1. Assimilation of new members (and 
of some who are not so new). 

2. Proper emphasis on the “warm 
heart,” Christian experience and on basic 
Methodist doctrines in connection with 
Aldersgate. 

3. Adequate preparation for Pentecost 
Sunday, June 9. This preparation must 


be made in May. 


Assimilation of Members 


Some 700,000 members are received 
into Methodist churches every year, a 
large portion of whom are received dur- 
ing Lent and on Easter. Whether they 
are received by profession of faith, from 
other denominations, or by transfer of 
membership, these are new members 
where they are received. The kind of 





PROGRAM 
PLANNING 
SECTION 





members they are to be during the years 
will be determined, by and large, by how 
they are accepted and assimilated in the 
church they join. If they are only listed 
on the records, the church will mean 
nothing to them and they will mean 
nothing to the church. 

On the other hand, if pastors, com- 
missions on membership and evangelism, 
church school classes, and other chu-ch 
organizations train the new members, get 
the church and church habits into them 
and cause them to become closely identi- 
fied with the church, the great majority 
of them will make stalwart Christians and 
good church members. Whatever is done 
along this line, to be effective, usually 
must be done within the first six weeks 
after one joins the church. Hence the 
month of May is vital. 

Here are some suggestions: 

1. The pastor can make “a spiritual 
guidance visit” to the new member, even 
though such a visit was made before his 
reception into the church. The pastor 
will find that this second spiritual guid- 
ance visit will do more good and be ap- 
preciated even more than the first. This 
is an indication that the pastor really does 
care; he was not just trying to get one 
more member. 

2. The pastor, with the assistance of 
the commission and other laymen, may 
conduct training classes in church mem- 
bership and the Christian life. Every per- 
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son received should have some contact 
with such a class. Churches that do not 
conduct them before receiving persons 
into the church will find it profitable to 
do so afterward. 

3. Visits should be made to every new 
member by some member of the com- 
mission, an appropriate church school 
class, age group, or church organization. 
The new member should be enlisted and 
made to feel at home in these branches 
of the church. 

“Fellowship Friends” can be as- 
signed in accordance with the Fellowship 
Friends material and the Spiritual Life 
Fellowship Plan (Tidings). 

5. Churches will find it profitable tu 
put into the hand of every new member 
a copy of The Methodist Primer, avail- 
able from the Methodist Publishing 
House or Tidings, and also a Methodist 
Membership Kit (50¢ each from Tid- 
ings). This kit contains helpful booklets 
and leaflets on The Methodist Church 
and membership, including the booklet, 
Self Help for New Members. 


Basic Membership Materials 

The following basic materials for as- 
similating members have been issued by 
Tidings, Department of Evangelistic 
Literature of the General Board of Evan- 
gelism. Order from 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 

1. Assimilating New Members, a 
booklet by G. Ernest Thomas outlining 
a six-step program to guide new members 
into an active relationship with Christ 
and the church. 10¢ each; 6 for 50¢. 

2. Spiritual Life for Methodist Chris- 
tians, a turnover chart by G. Ernest 
Thomas, provides material for four ses- 
sions which can be held for assimilating 
new members. It gives basic information 
on the Methodist faith, heritage, and 
work, and the duties of a Methodist Chris- 
tian. $12 each. 

3. Methodist Membership Kit, an en- 
velope of materials (helpful leaflets and 
booklets) on The Methodist Church, 
Methodist beliefs, church attendance, 
prayer, baptism, communion, self-help 
for new members, etc. 50¢ each. 

4. The Methodist Primer, book by 
Bishop Charles C. Selecman, is recom- 
mended for use in every Methodist home. 
Nearly 900,000 already sold. 50¢ each; 
12 or more, 35¢ each. 


5. Beliefs of a Methodist Christian, a 
book by Clinton M. Cherry. More than 
200,000 already distributed. 50¢ each; 
12 or more, 35¢ each. 

6. Some Essential Methodist Beliefs, 
by Tuttle. Perhaps the best such leaflet 
available, covering the widest field: 
Apostles’ Creed, war, race, peace, etc. 100 
for $4. 


Aldersgate Observance 


Sunday, May 19, may be used to good 
effect to observe the anniversary of John 
Wesley’s “strangely warmed” heart in 
the prayer meeting in Aldersgate Street, 
London, the evening of May 24. 

Christian experience may be the theme 
of the Sunday services. The literature 
table can have a supply of low-cost in- 
terpretive material on Methodism to 
inform and inspire members. Some of 
this material is described on page 23 in 
this issue and is also listed on a Tidings 
order coupon. 


Recapturing Pentecost 


The commission on membership and 
evangelism can do much to recapture 
Pentecost for the church, to bring it up 
to date and make it meaningful—even 
as the General Conference requested that 
it be made “one great day of witnessing.” 
(See page 8.) 

The commission, in conjunction with 
the pastor, should plan and promote this 
day. The General Board of Evangelism 
(through Tidings) has much helpful ma- 
terial: a Service of Worship, books on 
Pentecost and the Holy Spirit, leaflets, 
invitation cards, special attendance regis- 
tration cards for Pentecost Sunday, and 
even letterheads available at nominal 
cost. See description and order coupons 
on page 23. 


General Board of Evangelism, 1908 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Commission on Education 


Copies of the final two issues of 
Church and Campus are available for 
pastors and church leaders. 

The September-October issue was 
printed as a counselor’s guide to Method- 
ist schools, colleges and universities. It 
gives data important to prospective stu- 
dents and parents. This issue also con- 
tains a map locating the higher educa- 
tional institutions of the church. Up to 
50 copies free; additional copies, 100 for 
$12. 

The November-December issue is a 
special handbook on the Emphasis on 
Christian Higher Education authorized 
by the 1956 General Conference to 
strengthen the church’s efforts in this 
field. (Pastors have been sent a compli- 
mentary copy.) Chairmen of the com- 


missions on education may order a free 
copy. Additional copies are available, 100 
for $20. 

Order from Director of Information 
and Publications, PO Box 871, Nashville 
2, Tenn. 

Copies of the Blueprint, a guide to 
help carry out the Emphasis on Chris- 
tian Higher Education, are available from 
the General Conference Commission on 
Christian Higher Education, PO Box 
871, Nashville 2, Tenn. It has been 
mailed to Annual Conference Commis- 
sions on Christian Higher Education. 


Methodist Student Day 
According to the 1956 Methodist Dis- 


cipline, the commission on education is 
instructed to “Inform the church-school 
members concerning our church-related 
institutions of higher learning, and Wes- 
ley Foundations and other activities.” 
(" 233; 6f.) Another paragraph ({ 250; 
4) points out that Methodist Student 
Day shall be observed annually in every 
local church, preferably the second Sun- 
day in June.” 

An article on the observance of Meth- 
odist Student Day by Miss Helen Post 
is printed on pages 2-3 of this issue of 
Tue Mertuopist Story. 


General Board of Education, Box 871, 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Commission on Missions 


If you are interested in the American 
city—its growth, housing, slum clear- 
ance, home financing and its educational 
and social problems—there are eight re- 
cent leaflets on “urban renewal,” pub- 
lished by the United States Government, 
that you should have and study. The title, 
catalog number and price of each is given 
below. Order from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Urban Renewal—What It Is, No. 
HH 1.2: Ur %, 10¢; Replacing Blight 
With Good Houses, No. HH 1.2: B61, 
10¢; The Workable Program—What It 
Is, No. HH 1.2: P94/3, 10¢; How Lo- 
calities Can Develop a Workable Program 
for Urban Renewal, No. HH 1.2: Ur 
1/955-2, 10¢; Comparative Digest of 
Zoning Enabling Statutes, No. HH 1.2: 
Z7, 60¢; Slums and Blight—A Disease 
of Rural Life, No. HH 7.3:2, 15¢; Pro- 
visions of Housing Codes in Various 
American Cities, No. HH 7.3:3, 75¢ and 
Approaches to Urban Renewal in Sev- 
eral American Cities, No. HH 7.3:1, 
25¢. 

The New York Times, beginning 
January 27, ran a significant series of 
articles surveying the changes, needs and 
prospects in New York City. This study 
might well be examined as a basis for a 
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similar study of any other city in the 
United States. Is your church planning 
a program based on an accurate knowl- 
edge of the community and its future? 


Free Missions Literature 


Leaflets on the “Lands of Decision” 
(foreign mission fields selected by the 
Board of Missions for special emphasis 
this quadrennium) are available free 
from the Literature Circulation Office, 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 
These leaflets are Bolivia, Land of De- 
cision, Korean Methodism Today, Meth- 
odism on Sarawak and Africa Is People. 
Another free leaflet of interest is What 
Is the World Mission Program of the 
Methodist Church? 

Free leaflets on national missions are 
New Opportunities for the Town and 
Country Church, Alaska—Frontier for 
Christian Action and Hawaii—Cross- 
roads of the Pacific. 

Not free, but special are a wall map, 
46% by 67% inches, World Mission of 
the Methodist Church, folded $1, un- 
folded in tube $2 postpaid and Methodist 
Missions Overseas, 359 pages, the 1956 
edition of the complete gazetteer and 
statistics of Methodist missions, $1 post- 
paid. Please send remittance with order. 


Board of Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y.; 1701 Arch St., Philadelphia 
3, Pa. 


Television, Radio and Films 


Every Methodist pastor is being asked 
to help select subject matter for the next 
series of programs produced for the Meth- 
odist Television Ministry. 

A list of 26 possible program areas has 
been sent to each pastor by the Television, 
Radio and Film Commission. Ministers 
have been requested to check 13 which 
they feel will best meet the needs of their 
people. Space is allowed for the addition 
of others. 

Using the returns from the question- 
naire as reference, the commission hopes 
to continue development of programs 
which will bring the impact of the Chris- 
tian message to bear upon the real needs 
of people. 

Among the 26 possible subjects are 
those dealing with the following ques- 
tions: “How does the Christian faith give 
meaning, purpose and direction to our 
lives?”, “Why does a Christian home 
stand a better chance of survival?”, “Can 
our Christian faith help us to stand up 
under the pressures and demands of our 
times?” and “How do attitudes such as 
pride, hate, guilt and anxiety separate us 
from God?” 

Attached to the listing is a question- 
naire on local religious telecasting. As a 
result of this survey, the commission will 
gain new insight into what Methodist 


MAY 1957 


pastors think about the television medium 
and its religious potentialities. For the 
first time there will be statistics on the 
uses local ministers are making of the 
medium and their interest in it. 

Training on the local level will be an 
integral part of all future plans for the 
Methodist Television Ministry. From the 
survey the commission hopes to widen 
its knowledge of what facilities exist for 
local television training and, as training 
programs are set up, what assistance may 
be expected from local church leaders. 

The effectiveness of this ministry de- 
pends upon each church—upon its fi- 
nancial support—but even more upon its 
thinking of the television ministry as an 
extension of its own ministry. 


Television, Radio and Film Commis- 
sion of The Methodist Church, 1525 Mc- 
Gavock St., Nashville 3, Tenn. 


Good Literature Committee 


Subscriptions to Together, the mid- 
month magazine for Methodist families, 
have already passed the 850,000 mark 
and are still climbing. 

Since getting subscriptions to Together 
is one of the responsibilities of the Good 
Literature Committee (Discipline, 278), 
there is no better time than right now 
for that committee to promote the All 
Family Plan. That is the plan whereby 
Together is mailed each month for a year 
to at least every member family making 
a yearly pledge to the budget. 
This plan provides a saving of $1 
for each subscription (normally $3). 
Each church is billed quarterly at the 
rate of 50¢ a family. 

For more than 5,000 churches the All 
Family Plan already is paying dividends. 
Here are some suggestions that will help 
you “sell” your church on adopting this 
plan: 

First, study copies of Together for the 
last three or four months to familiarize 
yourself with their contents. Classify the 
material into categories like: (a) helpful 
to the work of the church school, (b) 
helpful to the work of recruiting new 
members and making older members 
more active, (c) helpful to a better un- 
derstanding of missions, (d) helpful to 
the individual in deepening his faith and 
Ce) helpful to parents in guiding their 
children in spiritual growth. 

Next, point out to the chairmen of the 
commissions and organizations of the 
church how Together makes their task 
easier and more productive. 

Says the Discipline of the work of the 
commission on membership and evan- 
gelism: “It shall be the duty of the com- 
mission to seek out the inactive and neg- 
ligent members of the local church and 
to use all laudable means to restore them 
to active participation in the church’s life 
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and fellowship.” How better can that be 
accomplished than by a monthly visit 
from Together, the pastor’s assistant who 
remains within arm’s reach to assure and 
inspire? 

Or take the commission on education. 
Among its duties the Discipline lists pro- 
viding studies in marriage and Christian 
homemaking for parents and young peo- 
ple, informing church-school members of 
our church-related institutions of higher 
learning, enlisting and training church- 
school officers, counselors, and teachers. 
Letters attest to the help Together offers 
toward these ends. 

Finally, with the chairmen and key 
members of the commissions and organi- 
zations on your side, present the plan to 
the official board. 

Emphasize the ways in which Together 
will deepen the faith of members of the 
congregation, give them a better under- 
standing of the work of the church and 
make them more receptive to the requests 
of the various boards and commissions. 
Then call on the chairman to back up 
what you have said. 

(Sample copies and other free promo- 
tional material are available through To- 
gether Business Office, 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, Ill.) 


Abingdon Books 


Abingdon books with May publication 
dates of especial interest to the local 
church include the following: The Min- 
ister and Christian Nurture, a symposium 
concerning the minister’s role in the field 
of Christian education; Let's Think 
About Money by Ellis Cowling, a treat- 
ment of Christian stewardship; Christ in 
Our Hearts by Charles Duell Kean, a 
consideration of the love of the giver and 
the responsibility of the receiver; Is God 
At Home? by J. B. Phillips, a presenta- 
tion of Christ in the language of the ordi- 
nary man and Meditations Under The 
Sky by Dorothy Wells Pease, a devotional 
volume concerning the magnificent crea- 
tiveness and glorious presence of God in 
the world of beauty. 


Periodical Binders 
The sales division of the Methodist 
Publishing House is announcing the 
availability of loose-leaf binders for The 
Christian Home, Mature Years and Child 
Guidance. These binders hold 12 issues 
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of the publications—a year’s run of The 
Christian Home and Child Guidance and 
three years of Mature Years. Made of 
DuPont Fabrikoid in maroon with the 
name of the magazine stamped in gold 
on the cover, the binders retail for $2.95. 
They ought to be of particular interest 
to church school librarians and all who 
make regular use of these periodicals. 

In the binder line and of special in- 
terest to church librarians is the loose- 
leaf accession book. This item retails for 
$2.75 and includes the binder and 20 
accession sheets of 50 lines each. Twenty 
extra accession sheets sell for 55¢. 


Sound Film Strips 


Two new sound film strips recently 
produced are popular items for churches 
with incoming classes of new members. 
These strips, Becoming a Church Mem- 
ber and This Is Your Church, sell for 
$7.50 each or both for $12.50. 

Becoming a Church Member is a black 
and white film strip of 75 frames and is 
designed for use in church membership 
training classes for intermediates. Also 
black and white is This Is Your Church, 
a 54 frame strip. This one is designed to 
give boys and girls from 9 to 14 informa- 
tion on and appreciation for the church 
and its ceremonies. 


The Methodist Publishing House, 810 
Broadway, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Committee on Hospitals 
and Homes 


May is an opportune time for stimu- 
lating interest in hospital and home ca- 
reers as Christian vocations. National 
Hospital Week (sponsored by the Amer- 
ican Hospital Association) is scheduled 
May12-18. The theme is “Careers That 
Count.” 

Not only is there a need for Christian 
nurses and doctors in our hospitals and 
homes, but there is an equally great need 
for persons in many other positions. All 
are a part of the healing and helping 
team: medical technologists, dietitians, 
physiotherapists, occupational therapists, 
medical records librarians, pharmacists, 
administrators, chaplains, social case- 
workers, houseparents, engineers, main- 
tenance persons, purchasing agents, office 
workers and orderlies. Add to this list 
the countless behind-the-scenes persons 


who share the load of care. And add, very 
definitely those volunteer workers who 
put in endless hours without remunera- 
tion to make the patients and guests 
happier and more comfortable. 

Your committee on hospitals and homes 
can create interest in Christian careers in 
Methodist hospitals and homes. Where 
there is a local Methodist institution, the 
committee can arrange tours of the vari- 
ous departments so members may see first- 
hand the important jobs that are being 
performed. The hospital or home admin- 
istrator will be very helpful in planning 
these tours. Groups of students, young 
adults or others would welcome the op- 
portunity to get a glimpse of their hos- 
pital or home in action. 


Develop ‘Career’ Programs 

Perhaps during this week, the com- 
mittee could develop a program in co- 
operation with the MYF on “Careers 
That Count—in Hospital and Homes of 
Our Church.” Personnel of the local 
Methodist hospital or home would wel- 
come the chance to discuss their person- 
nel needs with these young people. 

As part of religious services, mention 
can be made of the opportunity for serv- 
ice to mankind offered by hospital and 
home careers and of the need of hospitals 
and homes for additional personnel. 

During this week, which begins on the 
birthday of Florence Nightingale, nurses 
who are members of the church may hold 
a tea or other informal gathering for 
young people who are interested in the 
nursing career. Related careers might also 
be included. 

Men’s groups in the church could plan 
a special occasion also, inviting young 
men who are interested in hospital ad- 
ministration, the chaplaincy, medical ca- 
reers (such as doctors, pharmacists and 
others), and any other careers pertaining 
to institutional service. They might hold 
a “Careers That Count” dinner, with 
each adult being held responsible for 
bringing some interested young person. 
A speaker could provide a message on 
hospital and home careers. A lively and 
informational discussion period would 
likely result. 


Use Available Resources 


There are many ways in which the 
church community can point up the im- 
portance of “Careers That Count” in 
Methodist hospitals and homes. Leaflets 
for distribution can be obtained by writ- 
ing to the Board of Hospitals and Homes. 
Posters and booklets are available from 
the American Hospital Association (18 
E. Division St., Chicago 10, Ill.). The 
booklet, Methodist Service Projects, pub- 
lished by the Interboard Committee on 
Christian Vocations, PO Box 871, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn., contains valuable infor- 


mation about careers in Methodist hos- 
pitals and homes. 

So great is the need for Christian per- 
sonnel in the 209 Methodist hospitals 
and homes located in the United States, 
that the board urges committees on hos- 
pitals and homes to avail themselves of 
this special occasion for pointing up the 
needs, opportunities and inherent re- 
wards. There is need in every area of 
service. This should be emphasized among 
the young people throughout the year. 
The week of May 12-18, however, is a 
good time to give it special emphasis. 

Write for further information and sug- 
gestions regarding material and programs. 


Board of Hospitals and Homes, 740 
Rush St., Chicago 11, Il. 


Commission on Christian 
Social Relations 


The optional “fifth” commission, 
(1956 Discipline 276) deals with the 
fields of temperance, world peace, and 
social and economic relations. Leaders 
will find materials for this commission 
listed under headings for committees in 
these three fields. 


Committee on Temperance 


Whether your church has a committee 
on temperance or a fifth commission on 
Christian social relations (both are op- 
tional), there will be one group directly 
responsible for temperance work. 

The new study booklet, Social Con- 
cerns, makes specific suggestions about 
organization and includes an order blank 
for resource materials. Your district super- 
intendent has copies for 15¢ each. 


Contact 

In addition, Contact, the new biweekly 
service of the General Board of Temper- 
ance, is available. Its mailings contain 
specific suggestions for local church ac- 
tivity plus news and resource materials. 
A special “query” section answers sub- 
scribers’ questions. Contact is $6 a year 
from TEM Press, 100 Maryland Ave., 
NE, Washington 2, D.C. (See ad- 


vertisement on page 30.) 


Northeastern School 

In the northeastern region of the coun- 
try a special school to train local church 
temperance leaders will be held at Buck 
Hill Falls (Cresco), Pa., Oct. 31-Nov. 3. 

Temperance committee members, pas- 
tors, WSCS leaders, Methodist Men, lay 
leaders, and members of the commission 
on education may attend. Churches will 
work out car pools and provide scholar- 
ships for key persons. 

Purpose of the school will be to: 

1. Examine the relationship of the 
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problems of alcohol to the Chris- 
tian’s faith. 

2. Plan a local church approach to the 
problems of alcohol. 

3. Plan a community approach to the 
problems of alcohol. 

Registration will be $5 a person. Add 
to that the costs of transportation and a 
four-day stay at the Buck Hill Falls Inn. 
Plan now to attend. Detailed announce- 
ments will reach every church early in 
the fall. 

Clipsheet 

Does your local newspaper editor or 
editorial writer receive Clipsheet? He can, 
with your recommendation. 

Clipsheet is a twice-monthly news- 
letter for editors. It goes free automat- 
ically to all editors of newspapers with a 
circulation of 2,000 or more. For smaller 
papers the service is available when re- 
quested by a local church temperance 
committee or pastor. Here’s a suggested 
procedure: 

1. Write Clipsheet for sample copies. 
(100 Maryland Ave., NE, Wash- 
ington 2, D.C.) 

. Visit your editor. Tell him about 
the service. Say you'll provide it 
free if he can use the material now 
and then. 

. Write Clipsheet again, giving the 
name and address of the editor you 
visited. Include the name of his 
paper. The subscription will start 
at once, without charge. 


Every editor gets free cartoon mats as 
a special service. Editors of local church 
papers are eligible, too. 


Board of Temperance, 100 Maryland 
Ave., NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Committee on Social and 
Economic Relations 


Demand for rental and purchase of 
prints of the civil liberties film, The 
Sound of a Stone, continues in spite of 
the fact that the film has been out more 
than a year and has already been shown 
hundreds of times. 

“We must show this again so that 
every member of our church can see it,” 
says the Rev. Ted Hightower, pastor of 
St. Paul Church, Louisville, Ky. 

“We have shown it several times and 
it never fails to leave an audience 
thoroughly challenged,” reports the Rev. 
Leonard J. Smoot, First Church, Coffey- 
ville, Kan. 

The Sound of a Stone is a 27-minute, 
16 mm film in black and white or color. 

It is recommended for use with high 
school students, older youths, young 
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adults, and adults. The film has been 
used in both church and secular meet- 
ings. These have included Sunday Eve- 
ning Fellowships, Methodist Men’s meet- 
ings, Woman’s Societies, Methodist Youth 
Fellowship, boards of social and economic 
relations, annual conferences, parent- 
teacher meetings, service clubs, women’s 
clubs, other community organizations, 
the classroom and on television. 

Rental rates are $10.50, color, and $6, 
black and white. Prints are available 
from branches of the Methodist Publish- 
ing House. 

A leader’s guide is free on request 
from the board. It will help the leader 
gain the maximum teaching value in the 
use of the film. 


Board of Social and Economic Rela- 
tions, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Committee on World Peace 


The following items are available from 
the U.S. Committee for the United 
Nations, 816 Twenty-First St., NW, 
Washington 6, D.C.: 

Organs of the UN, a poster 15 by 20 
inches showing UN structure. Up to 
five copies free. 

The Work of Peace, set of three color 
posters 24 by 38 inches showing UN 
in action. Up to five sets free. 

Three Prayers for the UN, by Catholic, 
Protestant and Jewish leaders, written 
in 1955. Single copy free. 

Film Bulletin, description of films and 
filmstrips on UN. Single copy free. 

Available from your senators in Wash- 
ington, D.C., is a set of five pamphlets, 
Disarmament Staff Studies, prepared by 
the Subcommittee on Disarmament of the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Free on request. 


Important Current Issues 


While many international questions 
are before the present Congress and the 
Administration, the following are among 
the most important: 

1. Special legislation to care for Hun- 
garian refugees, some of whom are al- 
ready in this country on- a temporary 
basis and others of whom are still in 
refugee camps in Austria. 

2. A substantial revision of present 
immigration and naturalization laws such 
as has been proposed by Protestant, Cath- 
olic and Jewish leaders, and also by 
President Eisenhower. Proposed changes 
would remove racial and nationality dis- 
crimination and certain extreme features 
of present legislation. 

3. Adequate provision for continued 
non-military economic aid and technical, 
assistance to other countries, especially 
underdeveloped areas. The prevailing 


mood in Congress and the country is 
such that drastic cuts in appropriations 
for these needed programs may be made, 
resulting in serious setbacks to the free- 
dom and economic well-being of hun- 
dreds of millions of people in Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East. 

4. Tariffs and trade legislation are 
receiving special attention, and legisla- 
tion for U.S. participation in the inter- 
national Organization for Trade Co-oper- 
ation is before Congress. A continued in- 
crease in world trade and general eco- 
nomic prosperity are essential to the 
economies of the free nations especially. 
United States policy must continue to 
support gradual reduction in tariffs and 
international trade co-operation if eco- 
nomic difficulties are to be avoided. 

Local, district and conference peace 
leaders should study these issues through 
information obtained from the Board of 
World Peace, government agencies and 
the general press. Their conclusions 
should be expressed in action, especially 
by communications to congressional and 
administration leaders through the use 
of Register Christian Opinion! 


Board of World Peace, 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, Iil. 


Committee on Wills 
and Legacies 


Attention of committees is called to 
materials listed in the April issue of THe 
Mernuoptst Story. In addition, the fol- 
lowing will be useful for cultivating wills 
and bequests: 

Wills Emphasis Manual 

Remember the Church in Your Will 
Cposter) 

Questions and Answers on Why and 
How Cfolder) 

Sets of four small pick-up folders 

“Remember the Church in Your Will” 
Cletterheads) 

Interest cards 

World Service Means People (folder) 

Make a Will by Jacob M. Lashly 

I Want to... and I Will by J. Homer 
Magee 

Committee on Wills, Bequests and Gifts, 
Council on World Service and Finance, 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 
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TV Series Available for Church Use 


Eight selected programs from The Way 
series, widely accepted by the national 
television audience, are available now for 
showings in local churches. 

In answer to increasing requests from 
Methodists, these eight titles have been 
placed in the Methodist Publishing 
House branch film depositories. The 30- 
minute films will rent for $8 each. 

The eight programs cover a wide va- 
riety of everyday problems. They show 
the application of the Christian gospel of 
love to such areas of human concern as 
forgiveness, brotherhood and death. 

In An Eye for an Eye, the ministry of 
the Church to underprivileged youth 
comes alive. Although attacked by teen- 
age hoodlums and blinded in one eye, a 
young minister is determined to rehabil- 
itate the boys. By giving love and under- 
standing, the pastor changes the life of 
one boy and opens the eyes of a police- 
man to new opportunities in his work. 

The Tourist has been described by a 
reviewer as “a provocative as well as en- 
tertaining film that treats the age-old 
question, ‘Am I my brother’s keeper?’” 
The hospitality extended to a foreign 
journalist injured in a highway accident 
illustrates the healing power of Christian 
neighborliness, both for the stranger and 
for the citizens of Millbank, U.S.A. 

The difficult task of forgiving oneself 
for a wrong done to another is the theme 
for Give Us Tomorrow. The specter of 
his responsibility for his child’s death 
and his wife’s permanent injury haunts 
George Harding’s days and nights. Only 
when he realizes that he must learn to 
accept forgiveness from God and others 
can George begin rebuilding his personal 
and business relationships. 

The Christian approach to a vocational 
choice is stressed in Homecoming. When 
Jeff Daniels returns from Korea, he must 
choose between a “quick money” job or 
going back to college to finish training for 
a teaching career. His family and his col- 
lege dean help him to see that his con- 
cern for others and his intellectual talents 
are part of God’s call to teach. 

The many problems of family life are 
dramatized in Labor of Love. When the 
Wyatt children reach the age of ability 
to do for themselves, their mother Emily 
wonders if she should find a challenging 
job outside her home. However, through 
involvement in the problems of her fam- 
ily and friends and in their growing ap- 
preciation of her, Emily finds that her 
home affords her the highest calling. 

Would you take a delinquent boy in- 
to your heart and home? In The Better 
Lot, a boy from a broken home is placed 
by the court in the Kendall home. The 
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Scene from ‘‘An Eye for an Eye,”’ one of 
eight stories from the TV series, ““The 
Way,” available for church showings. 


Kendalls provide a place for the boy to 
live but leave him starved for real love. 
When they discover the failure of their 
half-heartedness, they find a new mean- 
ing for their own lives. 

Ceiling 5000 deals with the need for 
meaning in work. In the midst of a rush 
job in an airplane factory, Bill Bryce, re- 
liable shop foreman, finds that a new- 
comer has received the promotion to 
supervisor Bill expected. He feels bitter 
until he learns through the words of a 
minister, that his job, however routine, is 
a God-given stewardship. 

Immortal Love concerns what is per- 
haps man’s most basic problem—how to 
face death with courage and faith. Hank 
Morris discovers that he has incurable 
cancer and that he has only a short time 
to live. He finds that the love he shares 
with his family is returned to him in 
strength and courage when he tells them 
the tragic truth. In this love, which faith 
assures is immortal, Hank faces his re- 
maining days with confidence and eter- 
nal hope. 

All of the eight programs have been 
recommended for church use by the 
Audio-Visual Review Committee, com- 
posed of representatives of the Board of 
Education, the Methodist Publishing 
House and the National Council of 
Churches. Leaders’ guides are available 
for use with the films. 


Offer News Services 
The Department of News Service of 


.the Board of Missions (150 Fifth Ave., 


New York 11, N. Y.) stands ready to 
help the pastor, the commission on mis- 


sions, the lay leader and others in the 
local church in promoting the cause and 
understanding of missions, and in public 
relations in the local community. It offers 
these “services” among others: 

1. It can provide publicity releases, 
mats and photographs, re any missionary 
who may be speaking in a church or com- 
munity—these for use in local papers, 
parish papers, etc. 

2. It processes the letters of many mis- 
sionaries from the fields to friends, sup- 
porters, etc., in the U.S.A. If interested 
in a particular missionary or his field, ask 
to be placed on his letter mailing list. 

3. It mails out regularly to pastors only 
—and at their written request only— 
Balletin Copy, a weekly page of material 
(mimeographed) for use in church bul- 
letins or in sermonic materials of the pas- 
tor. These are quotes, news, brief stories 
etc., about missions and the emphases of 
the church year. 

4. It will furnish News in the World 
of Religion, a news column of about 
600 words (usually six or seven brief 
“stories”.) to any editor who will use it in 
his newspaper. (Sample may be had to 
show the editor.) The copy is mailed free 
each week. It is interdenominational and 
international in scope and content. It is 
strictly news. 

5. It will furnish Women in the 
Church, a weekly column of 300 words 
to editors (only) who ask for it and will 
publish it. This column, too, is free; and 
is interdenominational and international 
news. It concerns the work that women 
do in the church and in its enterprises 
and interests. 

Is this material being used in your 
church and community? 


Set MSM Conferences 


Three Regional Leadership Training 
Conferences for some 500 officers and 
counselors of the Methodist Student 
Movement are planned for early sum- 
mer. 

Conferences will be conducted at Lake 
Junaluska, N.C., June 8-15; Camp 
Casowasco, N.Y., June 5-12 and Epworth 
Forest, Ind., June 9-15. 

“The Christian Faith Confronts Uni- 
versity Values” will be the theme of 
platform addresses by the Rev. John 
Sutphin, director of MSM, Jackson, 
Miss.; the Rev. H. D. Bollinger, General 
Board of Education and the Rev. Paul 
Deats, Boston University School of The- 
ology, Boston, Mass., respectively. 

The conferences are planned to give 
leaders opportunities for worship, Bible 
study, recreation, discussion, music and 
workshop sessions. Four similar confer- 
ences are planned for late summer. 
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Need College Students 
For Volunteer Service 


One hundred fifty Methodist college 
students are needed for volunteer Chris- 
tian service this summer in eight mission- 
ary service projects at home and abroad. 

The projects, including work camps 
and community service programs, are 
under the joint auspices of the Methodist 
Student Movement and the Boards of 
Missions and Education. 

Students participating in the projects 
will undertake activities ranging from car- 
pentry to child care and from teaching 
food canning to leading worship services. 

Work camps are scheduled for Cuba, 
Hawaii, Mexico, Calexico, Calif., and 
Henderson Settlement, Ky. A combina- 
tion work camp and travel seminar in 
Europe and community service projects 
in San Marcos, Tex., and Cincinnati, 
Ohio, are also scheduled. 

Most projects call for students who 
have completed their sophomore year of 
college or its equivalent. For the Euro- 
pean project a student must be at least 
18 years old. 

Other general qualifications for appli- 
cants are good health, a desire to serve 
others and an ability to work with per- 
sons of all races and social levels. 

Each student is responsible for his 
travel to and from the project, plus pay- 
ment of a fee ranging from $20 to $60. 
The Board of Missions suggests that cam- 
pus groups, local churches, the confer- 
ence Board of Missions or some other in- 
terested agency help students with 
finances. 

Applications for these projects are be- 
ing received and processed in two offices: 
The Rev. Harvey C. Brown, PO Box 
871, Nashville 2, Tenn., and the Rev. R. 
Claude Singleton, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N. Y. Further information may 
be obtained by writing either of these 
men. Deadline for applications is May 1. 


Visit Mission Fields 


Two Board of Missions secretaries for 
eastern Asia are spending six months visit- 
ing the fields they administer—Korea, 
Japan and Okinawa. 

Leaving in February the Rev. Thoburn 
T. Brumbaugh, executive secretary of the 
Division of World Missions, and Miss 
Margaret Billingsley, executive secretary 
of the Woman’s Division of Christian 
Service, first visited Japan. Mrs. Brum- 
baugh is also making the trip. 

The secretaries were to attend the first 
commencement exercises of Japan Inter- 
national Christian University in Tokyo 
in March. The Board of Missions is one 
of the supporters of the university. 
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Bishop Richard C. Raines, president of 
the Division of World Missions and 
bishop of the Indiana Area, was to join 
the secretaries and the three were to go 
to Korea in April for sessions of the three 
annual conferences of the Korea Method- 
ist Church. 

The Rev. M. Olin Burkholder of 
Nicholasville, Ky., missionary to Korea, 
is acting executive secretary in Dr. Brum- 
baugh’s absence. Miss Peggy Billings of 
McComb, Miss., also a missionary to 
Korea, is handling certain duties in Miss 
Billingsley’s office. 


Operate Mission Theater 


The Rev. J. Edwards Carothers, pastor 
of the First Church, Schenectady, N. Y., 
has established a “Mission Theater” for 
13 consecutive Sundays. 

“We wish to make our appeal to an 
adult audience,” Mr. Carothers says. “We 
do not have any particular field or em- 
phasis in mind because we are interested 
in the whole. We prefer films of about 
30 minutes in length, but we might be 
able to show a one hour film once or 
twice. We cannot use films running more 
than one hour under any circumstance. 
We do not believe that films under 25 
minutes would fill our particular pur- 

e. 

Perhaps this idea would be helpful to 
other churches. Pastors interested in set- 
ting up a similar program should select 
films from the audio-visual catalog of the 
Department of Visual Education. Addi- 
tional copies are available by writing to 
the department, 150 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 
53, Pe. ¥. 


ROKs Like Radio Church 
Thousands of soldiers of the Republic 


of Korea on the uneasy armistice line 
above the 38th parallel go to church each 
Sunday morning by radio, reports a Ko- 
rean army chaplain. 

The troops hear Christian worship 
services beamed from the 5,000-watt 
transmitter of station HLKY in Seoul. 
The station is sponsored by several Ko- 
rean Christian churches, including The 
Methodist Church. 

Chaplain Sang Chan Lee of the ROK 
27th Infantry Regiment writes that 
“even non-Christians listen to the ‘radio 
church.’ They attend ‘services’ holding 
their rifle in one hand and the Bible in 
the other.” 

Methodists support HLKY through di- 
rect missionary aid in Korea and through 
the Committee on Radio, Visual Educa- 
tion and Mass Communication. The lat- 
ter is a unit of the National Council of 


Churches. 


Station HLKY began broadcasting at 
Christmas time in 1954. It carries music, 
educational programs and the Christian 
message to both North and South Korea. 

Of the radio services, Chaplain Sang 
wrote: “I am sure no one listens to the 
Sunday morning radio church from your 
station with more attention than the 
ROK soldiers along the front lines. Here 
on the top of the mountain, each outpost 
is responsible for a wide sector. The dis- 
tance between outposts is very far, so we 
chaplains find it almost impossible to visit 
each of them to lead a worship service 
on Sunday morning. 

“Since our soldiers must always be on 
the alert against sudden enemy attack, 
they are not allowed to gather in one 
place for church services. But here 
through radio they can have a fine wor- 
ship service. . . . In the dugouts along 
the front lines radio is a more effective 
evangelist than any chaplain.” 


Offer Summer Pastors 


Theological students preparing for the 
Methodist ministry are available for con- 
ference, district, and local church evan- 
gelistic work this summer, according to 
the General Board of Evangelism. 

The Rev. Harry L. Williams said stu- 
dents will be available as “summer evan- 
gelists” for eight weeks, June 30 through 
Aug. 24. Applications for these men 
will be accepted through May 1. 

Summer evangelists can be used to 
start new churches, open closed churches, 
hold summer revivals, direct lay visita- 
tion evangelism, survey community proj- 
ects, conduct missions to members, 
strengthen local churches and to lead in 
youth Christian Witness Missions, Mr. 
Williams suggested. 

Further information may be obtained 
by writing Mr. Williams at 1908 Grand 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Charter Clubs Overseas 


Chartered groups of Methodist Men 
are now found in overseas conferences as 
well as in the United States and its pos- 
sessions. 

Files of the Board of Lay Activities 
show more than 100 chartered groups out- 
side the U.S. This includes 72 in the 
Philippine Islands, 20 in Chile, 10 in 
Cuba and one in Liberia. 

Forging toward its goal of 12,500 
chartered clubs of Methodist Men by the 
1960 General Conference, the board 
passed the 10,000 mark nearly a year ago. 

Chartered Methodist Men’s groups in 
U.S. possessions include 10 in Hawaii, 
8 in Puerto Rico and 4 in Alaska. 
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easy order blanks | 


For literature to aid your 
church's work, fill in the 
coupons. Mail each coupon 
to'the address indicated. 


STUDENT DAY MATERIALS 


Service DEPARTMENT 

P.O. Box 871 

Nashville 2, Tenn. 

Please send me for use on Methodist 
Student Day, Sunday, June 9, the fol- 
lowing: 

motive, May issue. 30¢ a copy. 

So ... You’re Choosing a Col- 
lege. Free. 

Church and Campus, Sept.-Oct. 
issue—a guide to Methodist 
schools. 50 copies free; addi- 
tional copies, 100 for $12. 

National Methodist Scholarships. 
Free. 

The Methodist Student Loan Fund. 


Free. 
Cash must accompany orders. 
Name 
Church 


Address 


METHODIST MEN MATERIALS 


GENERAL Boarp oF Lay ACTIVITIES 
740 Rush St. 

Chicago 11, Il. 

Please send the following materials for 
the Second National Conference of 
Methodist Men: 


Registration blanks 
Posters 
Car stickers 


Name (print) 


Address 


Conference 


District 


TEMPERANCE MATERIALS 
TEM Press 
100 Maryland Ave., N.E. 
Washington 2, D.C. 


Please send me the following checked 
items: (Send cash with order.) 


Easy Come Easy Go, an evening 
outline on the subject of gam- 
bling by Roger Burgess. 50¢ 
each. 

The Moral Case Against Gam- 
bling, a pamphlet by Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam. 50¢ each. 


Name 


Address 
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Why Japan Needs Missionaries 


“Are missionaries still needed in 
Japan?” “This is a question sometimes 
asked by American visitors when they 
see that the Japanese church is already 
well established,” says John deMaadg, of 
the Reformed Church in America, 
missionary secretary of the interdenomi- 
national Co-operative Evangelism 
Committee. This committee, among other 
functions, receives requests for and makes 
assignment of missionaries in Japan. 

The United Church of Christ in Japan 
alone has over 125,000 members in 500 
churches, served by over 1,400 pastors, 
most of whom have had regular seminary 
training. “There is no doubt that this 
church, even if no more missionaries came 
to help them, would carry on and con- 
tinue to grow,” says Mr. deMaadg. “Even 
now the church has a Home Missions 
Board elected by the general assembly 
and charged with nurture of weak 
churches and establishment of new ones. 
The board consists of Japanese pastors 
and laymen, with the budget coming en- 
tirely from Japanese churches. Last year 
the budget was over 8,000,000 yen 
($22,000). Next year’s budget calls for 
10,000,000 yen. 

“So if Christ’s command were only to 
establish a church in every nation our 
mission would be fulfilled in Japan. How- 
ever, Jesus’ concern was not only that 
churches be established, but that the 
gospel of salvation should be brought to 
every creature. Christians in Japan num- 
ber less than one half of one per cent of 
the population. Though many more have 
heard something of the Christian faith, 
it barely has been introduced to the coun- 
try. There are, for example, many large 
cities with only a tiny church, and more 
than 6,000 villages without any church. 
There are millions of factory workers and 
farmers who have never heard the gospel. 

“With harvest fields so great and 
workers so few, it is no wonder that the 
Japanese church continues to call for mis- 
sionary help. It looks at the multitudes 
still to be reached, and knows the church 
cannot possibly get to them because it 
already has too much territory to cover. 
The church asks for more missionaries to 
‘come over and help’ them. 

“In prewar days each mission chose a 
small area of responsibility and called for 
workers as they saw the needs about them. 
Since the war we work under the direc- 
tion of the Japanese Church of Christ, 
and have asked it to designate the most 
pressing needs. The Council of Co-opera- 
tion, which integrates the missionary and 
mission funds into the work of the 
church, has asked each district to send in 
only the two most urgent requests. 
Imagine a district with over 10,000,000 


inhabitants and less than 200 churches 
having to pick the two spots where a mis- 
sionary is most needed! 

“One district calls for a family to live 
in a large metropolis and work in an area 
of nearly a million people. Another wants 
a family to work in a huge mining area, 
helping to bring the message to miners 
who have long been neglected in our 
evangelism. There are other calls for 
laborers. A large silk mill offers a great 
opportunity for a missionary family. An- 
other request calls for a missionary to 
work in Japan’s steel mill area. Other re- 
quests are for single women to work with 
women’s groups, in and outside churches. 
Sometimes the specific approach is sug- 
gested—to instruct in homemaking, 
Christian family life and Bible study. 
But the purpose is to reach women with 
the gospel, raising up groups that will 
flower into new churches.” 


Tips for Methodist Men 


Looking toward the Second National 
Conference of Methodist Men at Purdue 
University, July 19-21, the General Board 
of Lay Activities has offered the follow- 
ing suggestions for local clubs of Meth- 


odist Men: 


e Set up a “spare change” fund for ) 


sending your representatives to the con- 
ference. 

e Organize a car pool in order to pro- 
vide economical transportation. 

e Check with district and conference lay 
leaders on the possibility of chartering 
a bus, train or plane. (In 1954, 42 men 
from the Southern California-Arizona 
Conference chartered a plane; they are 
planning bigger things this year.) 

e Organize a quartet to enter district 
competition. (See your district lay lead- 
er.) 

e See that posters are prominently dis- 
played and car stickers are used to keep 
the National Conference before your 
men. 

e Order materials. (See coupon at left.) 


Ecumenical Institutes 


Four Methodist seminaries will be 
hosts to ecumenical institutes sponsored 
by the U. S. Conference for the World 
Council of Churches and 30 seminaries 
this summer. 

Perkins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University, Dallas, Tex., is 
the site of the institute for the Dallas- 
Fort Worth area Aug. 26-30. The Bos- 
ton University School of Theology will 
be host for the institute July 8-12. Drew 
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University Theological Seminary, Madi- 
son, N. J., will be the scene for the 
New York-Philadelphia area institute, 
July 22-26. 

Two institutes will be held simultane- 
ously in the Chicago area at the Fed- 
erated Theological Faculty, University 
of Chicago campus, and at Garrett Bibli- 
cal Institute, Evanston, Ill., Aug. 12- 
16. 

Theme for the five-day institutes will 
be “The Ecumenical Institute and the 
Local Church.” 

Lecturers for the institutes will include 
the Rev. Martin Niemoeller, Germany; 
the Rev. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, the 
Netherlands and Switzerland; Bishop 
Lesslie Newbigin, the Rev. Russell Chan- 
dran and the Rev. R. D. Paul, India; 
and Bishop A. W. Howells of Nigeria. 

Three World Council presidents, 
Bishop G. K. A. Bell, Metropolitan Ju- 
hanon Mar Thoma, and Bishop Otto 
Dibelius of Berlin, will speak at the in- 
stitutes. 


Aldersgate Materials 


Basic materials for the observance of 
Aldersgate are available from Tidings, 
department of evangelistic literature of 
the General Board of Evangelism, 1908 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. They 
are as follows: 

Tell Me the Story of John Wesley. 
A pictorial booklet on John Wesley and 
the beginning of Methodism. This is 
recommended for children. 10¢ each, 100 
for $5. 

The Methodist First Reader. A book 
by Bishop Charles C. Selecman and 
George H. Jones. It draws almost com- 
pletely from the writings of John and 
Charles Wesley to advocate “religion of 
the heart” and to tell what it means to 
be a Christian. The book is in its second 
large printing. 50¢ each, 12 or more, 
35¢ each. 

Make Membership Mean More. A 
service of worship designed to bring about 
a greater appreciation of Methodism and 
spiritual religion. 

New Life in Christ. A book by Charles 
M. Laymon that deals ably with the out- 
standing experiences of conversion in the 
New Testament. 50¢ each, 12 or more, 
35¢ each. 

Pathways to Power. A leaflet by G. 
Ernest Thomas containing “spiritual vita- 
mins.” 100 for $2. 


Wesley Film Available 


John Wesley thought the world his 
parish. The motion picture based on his 
life has had the world for an audience. 

Since its premiere in 1954, John Wes- 
ley has been shown in more than 6,500 
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Methodist churches in the United States, 
Samoa, Germany, Japan, Sweden, India, 
Switzerland, Southeast Africa and Latin 
American countries. The script was trans- 
lated into German and sound tracks were 
adapted for Spanish and Portuguese audi- 
ences. 

The 77-minute film was produced in 
England by the Television, Radio and 
Film Commission of The Methodist 
Church in co-operation with J. Arthur 
Rank. 

John Wesley brings to life such his- 
toric incidents as Wesley’s Aldersgate 
experience of a personal God. It has been 
suggested as an inspirational film for use 
during the observance of the anniversary 
of the Aldersgate experience May 24 and 
during the season preceding Pentecost 
June 9. 

Rental rates are $35, color, and $20, 
black and white. Prints may also be pur- 
chased. The film is available from the 
Methodist Publishing House. 

New materials for local promotion and 
use of the film are also available at cost. 
Order promotional materials from the 
Television, Radio and Film Commission, 


1525 McGavock St., Nashville 3, Tenn. 


Plan Youth Exchange 


Twenty Methodist families in the 
United States are expected to have teen- 
age “sons or daughters from Europe” for 
a year under a new program planned by 
the General Board of Education. 

Scheduled to begin this summer, the 
project will bring European high school 
youths to the United States for a year of 
study. They will live in Methodist homes. 

Purpose of the program is to promote 
good will, understanding and peace 
among nations, according to the Rev. 
Joseph W. Bell of the youth department 
of the board. 

“The host family is expected to main- 
tain the student like a son or daughter,” 
Mr. Bell said, “furnishing food and lodg- 
ing and assuming responsibility for social 
and physical welfare.” 

At least five young Methodists from 
the United States will spend a year in 
Europe as part of the youth exchange 


program. 


Save That Mortgage 


Don’t burn your church mortgage. 

That’s the advice offered by title in- 
surance companies to churches which 
plan mortgage-burning ceremonies when 
they become free of debt. 

This “weird ceremony” leaves the 
church with no legal proof of ownership, 
the insurance companies warn. 





FOR THE WEEKS 
AFTER EASTER 


For literature to aid your church’s work in: 


1. Assimilating New Members 
2. Observing Aldersgate 
3. Experiencing Pentecost 


TIDINGS 
Dept. of Gen. Board of Evangelism 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Please send me the following materials at 
prices indicated. See description elsewhere. 


For Assimilation 
Amount 


Quantity 


Assimilating New Members, 
10¢; 6 for ee 
. Turn Over Chart, Spiritual Life 
for New Christians, $12.00 


each ogtitia 
. Chart booklet, Spiritual Life for 
Methodist one a 35¢; 12 
or more 25¢ eac 
; a Membership Kit, 50¢ 


P The “Authodist Attest by Bishop 

Selecman, 5 or more, 

35¢ each AA 
. Beliefs of a Methodist Christian, 

by aye 50¢; 12 or more, 

35¢ each bie di 
. Some Essential Methodist Beliefs, 

by Tuttle, 10¢; $4.00 per 100 .... 


For Aldersgate 


: Tol Fa the Story of John Wesley, 
5.00 per 100 ae 
‘ The fiethodice "First Reader, 96 
pages, worthy of bein ‘read 
by every Methodist, 50¢; 12 
or more, 35¢ each Pies 
. Make Membership Mean 
More, a service of worship, 
$2.00 per 100 
New Life in Christ, by Se 
M. Laymon, 0¢; 
more, 35¢ each ee 
: Pathways to Power, $2.00 per 


For Pentecost 


‘ ag, Popieenet, by Luc- 
cock, or more, 10¢ 


each va 
. Invitation Cards, Pentecost in 
Our Church, $1.00 per 1 
. Letterheads for Pentecost, $1.00 


per Tor 
. Attendance Registration Cards 
for Pentecost, 60¢ per 100 .. 
. Service of Worship for Pente- 
cost Sunday, $2.00 per 100 .... 
. The Ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
by Edwin Lewis, 50¢; 12 or 
more, 35¢ each 
. Ye Are My Witnesses, $2.00 
per 100 
Gift of the Holy Spirit, 
per 100 
. What Pentecost Can Mean to 
You, a_ Tract-of-the-Month, 
$2.00 per 100 


Alan Walker’s Books 





. My Faith Is Enough, 50¢; 12 or 
more, 35¢ eac eat 
_ Start Where You Are, 50¢; 12 or 
more, 35¢ each re 
Amount of total order: $ 
Payment enclosed 
Charge to my account 


Charge to 
church treasurer. 


Treasurer’s address 
Ordered by 


Address 
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1956 Discrptine. Methodist Publishing 
House. $1.50. 


The Discipline is an important refer- 
ence book and guide for any official of 
a Methodist church. 

The seldom-used full name—Doctrines 
and Discipline of The Methodist Church 
—in part describes the contents. It in- 
cludes the official statements of Method- 
ist beliefs, the constitution of the church, 
and all rules and plans regarding the min- 
istry, the sacraments and the organiza- 
tion of the church. Nearly a hundred 
pages are devoted to the local church and 
the functions of its officials. 

The Discipline also contains the ofh- 
cial General Conference statements of 
the Methodist position on peace, social 
issues, temperance and many other cur- 
rent questions. 

Order from: The Methodist Publish- 


ing House branch serving your territory. 


Tue EpucaTIon OF THE ADMINISTRA- 
tor, by Goodrich C. White. Division 


of Educational Institutions. $1. 


This book by the president of Emory 
University is the third of the “Studies in 
Christian Higher Education” of the Di- 
vision of Educational Institutions. 

It deals specifically with the problems 
of administrators of church-related col- 
leges, but will be of interest to others. Dr. 
White begins with a little essay, “On 
Keeping Intellectually Alive,” and ends 
with a thoughtful chapter which includes 
his definition of the basic problem of 
American education: to reconcile in 
theory and practice the democratic ideal 
with the ideal of excellence. 

Supplements include two excerpts 
from addresses by Dr. White and a bib- 
liography. 

Order from: Director of Information 
and Publications, Division of Educational 
Institutions, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. 


Does THE Brste ENcouracE THE Use 
or Wine? by Rollin H. Walker. 
Board of Temperance. 50¢. 


This new edition of Dr. Walker’s dis- 


cussion of the Bible and its teachings 


new 
publications 
for the 
work of 
the church 


about drinking features an introduction 
by one of his former students, the Rev. 
T. Otto Nall, editor of the New Christian 
Advocate. 

Dr. Walker discusses the wedding at 
Cana, the admonitions of Paul to Timo- 
thy and the use of alcohol in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper. 

Dr. Nall says in the introduction: the 
book is written by “one who loves every 
word [of the Bible] and would not in- 
jure it to support his cause, no matter 
how worthy.” 

Order from: TEM Press, 100 Mary- 
land Ave., NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Otp ScarEcROw AND THE Cows, by 
Robert W. Moon. Board of Temper- 
ance. Single copies free, 100 for $1.25. 


This leaflet is a delightful satire on 
the use of alcohol in society. It suggests 
the problems farmers would have if their 
cows all started chewing a brand of hay 
called Old Scarecrow. 

At the close this question is asked: 
“And now just suppose that you cared as 
much about your children and your fel- 
lowmen as you would expect the farmer 
to care about his cows! What do you 
suppose you would do about drinking?” 


Order from: TEM Press, 100 Mary- 
land Ave., NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


New MareriAts on Wits, BEQueEsts 
AND Griets. Council on World Service 
and Finance. Prices as indicated. 


World Service Means People is a 
folder telling how World Service helps 
the local church, conference institutions 
and the world-wide church. Sample copy 
free, 100 for $2. 

Over the Wall is a folder to be used 
at the time of showing the sound color 
filmstrip of the same title. Free. 

Order from: Committee on Wills, Be- 
quests and Gifts, 740 Rush St., Chicago 
11, Il. 


My Farrn Is Enoucn, by Alan Walker. 
Board of Evangelism. 50¢; 12 or more, 
35¢ each. 


The leader of Australia’s Mission to 
the Nation, now visiting America, in this 
book makes a helpful presentation of 


Christ and faith in him as sufficient for 

every experience of life. 
Order from: Tidings, 

Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


1908 Grand 


Start Wuere You Are, by Alan 
Walker. Board of Evangelism. 50¢; 12 
or more, 35¢ each. 


Dr. Walker writes in question-and-an- 
swer style concerning God, prayer, the 
Bible and how to become a Christian. 

Order from: Tidings, 1908 Grand 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Wuat Pentecost Can MEAN To You, 
by Gilbert Ramsey. Board of Evange- 
lism. 100 for $2. 


This leaflet is part of the Tract-of-the- 
Month series issued by Tidings. It is 
available to non-subscribers at the price 
indicated. 

Order from: Tidings, 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


1908 Grand 


New Upper Room Leartets. Board of 
Evangelism. Single copies free; quan- 
tities 1¢ each. 


A Mother Can—If a Mother Cares is 
an eight-page folder. It tells the method 
used by one mother to make sure that the 
family had the values of daily devotions, 
even though the busy family operated on 


conflicting schedules. The author is ) 


Abigail Graves Randolph. 

Family Devotions Will Change You, 
Your Family, Your Church, The World 
points out the plus values coming with 
a family altar. The director of the Upper 
Room Family Worship Department in- 
sists in its pages that no special tech- 
niques are necessary to begin family wor- 
ship. 

Order from: The Upper Room, 1908 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Tue Upper Room Tarxinc Book. 
Board of Evangelism. Free. 


This folder describes the new Talking 
Book edition of The Upper Room, now 
available for the visually handicapped. 
The Board of Lay Activities has recom- 
mended distribution of the Talking Books 
as a project for Methodist Men. (The 
American Printing House for the Blind 
has announced that, starting with the 
May-June records, the full text of the 
day’s Bible reading will be given.) 

Order leaflets from: The Upper Room, 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


For Tuoose Wuo Warr. Board of Hos- 
pitals and Homes. 5¢, 100 for $4. 


This eight-page booklet by the Rev. 
R. A. W. Bruehl of Blue Island, IIl., is 
intended to be given to relatives and 
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friends of the sick. It is written with the 
assumption that the reader is awaiting the 
outcome of an operation, a diagnosis or 
the recovery of a loved one. 

For Those Who Wait is a companion 
piece to Strength for Hospital Days, 
which is intended for the patient. Both 
are part of the “Good Health” series. 

Order from: Board of Hospitals and 
Homes, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Offer Simpler Film Set-up 


A new simplified plan has been set 
up whereby churches may use four mo- 
tion pictures and pay for them with 
free-will offerings (rather than renting 
or buying the film). 

The plan applies to the four films dis- 
tributed by the Central Promotional 
Office: three in the field of stewardship 
and one on educational institutions. 

The plan replaces a system under 
which district superintendents personal- 
ly scheduled these films. The new ar- 
rangement permits churches to schedule 
showings at their own convenience, but 
calls for continued co-operation between 
the church and the superintendent. 

1. The pastor requests from his dis- 
trict superintendent authorization to use 
the film on a free-will offering basis. 

2. The superintendent gives the pas- 
tor a card naming the film and bearing 
his signature or district stamp. (Superin- 
tendents obtain cards from the Central 
Promotional Office.) 

3. The pastor completes the card, spe- 
cifying the date he would like to show 
the film. He mails the card to the Meth- 
odist Publishing House Film Deposi- 
tory serving him. 

4. The Publishing House confirms the 
order, sends offering envelopes and sends 
the film at the agreed time. 

5. The pastor shows the film and 
receives an offering. After deducting 
postage charges on the films, he remits 
the offering to the Central Promotional 
Office, along with a report of attendance. 

The following films—and only these 
—are available under this plan: 

Eyes That See, 38 minutes, black and 
white. This popular picture relates the 
concept of stewardship to the world mis- 
sion of the church and the local church’s 
responsibilities at its own doorstep. 

The Secret of the Gift, 29 minutes, 
black and white. This is a stewardship 
film dramatizing the individual’s response 
to the ministry of the church to his own 
needs. 

The Hidden Heart, 29 minutes, black 
and white. This film has a dramatic 
story in which parents attempt to teach 
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In “Eyes that See’? an American working 
abroad learns about his church and about 
himself from an Indian Christian. 


their children something of stewardship 
with the result that the whole family 
grows together in understanding. 

Campus Parish, 28 minutes, color. 
This is the new film interpreting the 
church-related college. (See your March 
Metnopist Story.) 

All films are 16 mm. with sound. 

In addition to the free-will offering 
plan, the films are also available in these 
ways: Eyes That See, rental, $10; The 
Secret of the Gift, rental, $8; The Hid- 
den Heart, rental, $10; Campus Parish, 
through certain Methodist-related col- 
leges. (Rentals are through the Method- 
ist Publishing House.) 


College Trustees to Meet 


Trustees of church-related colleges are 
being invited to attend the First Confer- 
ence of Trustees for Church Colleges at 
Lake Junaluska, N.C., June 28-30. 

The conference is being sponsored by 
the National Committee of Church Men 
for Church Colleges in co-operation with 
the Board of Christian Education, the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., and the Di- 
vision of Educational Institutions of the 
Methodist General Board of Education. 

During the workshop trustees will dis- 
cuss their place of service and responsi- 
bilities. They will worship and work to- 
gether and hear addresses on “The Place 
of the Trustee in the Church College,” 
“The Imperative for Creative Thinking 
Today in Church Colleges,” “A Business- 
man Looks at Our Church Colleges” and 
“The Role of the Trustee in Making Our 
Colleges Christian.” 

Leaders will come from business, edu- 
cation and church fields, including the 
following men: 

Robert E. Wilson, board chairman, 
Standard Oil Company (Ind.); the Rev. 
John O. Gross, general secretary, Division 


of Educational Institutions, Methodist 
General Board of Education; Milburn P. 
Akers, executive editor, Chicago Sun- 
Times; Chester A. Alter, president, Uni- 
versity of Denver and Edwin L. Jones, 
president, J. A. Jones Construction Com- 


pany, Charlotte, N. C. 


Woman’s Society Plans 
Jurisdictional Schools 


Jurisdictional Schools of Missions and 
Christian Service are planned for sum- 
mer by the Woman’s Division of Chris- 
tian Service. Meeting places, dates, and 
chairmen are: 

Central Jurisdiction—Gulfside Assem- 
bly, Waveland, Miss., June 17-23; Mrs. 
M. M. Drake, 1032 Second Ave., S., 
Nashville 10, Tenn. 

North Central Jurisdiction—Albion 
College, Albion, Mich., June 17-22; Mrs. 
Harold M. Baker, 3433 Secor Road, To 
ledo 6, Ohio. 

Northeastern Jurisdiction—Pembroke 
College, Providence, R. I., June 12-19; 
Mrs. Clyde LeMessurier, 164 Terrace 
Park, Rochester 11, N. Y. 

South Central Jurisdiction—Mount 
Sequoyah, Fayetteville, Ark., June 24-29; 
Mrs. Virgil Neely, 717 NW Fifteenth 
St., Ardmore, Okla. 

Southeastern Jurisdiction—Lake Juna- 
luska, N. C., July 4-11; Mrs. E. L. Gloss- 
brenner, 3814 Hawthorne Ave., Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Western —_Jurisdiction—Westminster 
College, Salt Lake City, Utah, June 24- 
28; Mrs. Arthur I. Young, 1040 Ave. B, 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 

Those invited to attend the meetings 
this year include WSCS presidents, vice- 
presidents and treasurers; secretaries of 
missionary education and service, Chris- 
tian social relations, spiritual life, Wes- 
levan Service Guild, promotion, chil- 
dren’s work and supply work. The re- 
spective jurisdictional chairmen are han- 
dling registration for the schools. 

Courses to be taught at the schools 
will include “Japan,” “Christ, the Church 
and Race,” “The Social Witness of the 
Local Church Through the Ecumenical 
Movement” and “The Gospel of Mark.” 


Missionaries in Japan 


The number of missionaries affliated 
with the United Church of Christ in 
Japan has been increasing. There are 
now 405 compared to 398 a year ago. 

Of the present number, those affiliated 
with The Methodist Church at home 
form the largest group. There are 132 of 
them. The 64 Northern Presbyterians 
make up the second largest group. 
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ATURE CIRCULATION OFFICE 


Board of Missions, Room #540 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 


Ple 


lowing 
among 


ase send me without charge the fol- 
g literature which I| will distribute 
g members of my church. 

WORLD MISSIONS 


Africa, Methodist Missions in 
(R. E. Dodge) 


. Africa Is People (Bishop Raines) 


Name 


Addre 


DEPAF 


Brazil, Methodism in 
Burma, Methodism in 
Cuba, Methodist Church in 
India, Methodism and the New 
India’s Villages, At Work in 
(India) A Glorious Epidemic 
Japan, Methodist Cause in 
Korean Methodism Today 
Korea, New Limbs and New Faith 
Latin America, Methodism in 
Malaya Methodists 
(Mexico) South of the Border 
Nepal, Newest Protestant Mission 
North Africa, Methodism in Mos- 
lem 
Okinawa, Church on 
Pakistan, Methodism in 
Philippines, Methodist Work in the 
Sarawak (Borneo), Methodists in 
Sumatra, Methodists on 
What Is the World Mission Pro- 
gram of The Methodist Church? 
NATIONAL MISSIONS 
Alaska, Frontier for Christian Ac- 
tion (36 pp., limited number) 
City, Methodism in the 
Hawaii—Crossroads of the Pacific 
Indian Missions, Romance of 
Latin Americans in U.S.A. 
Puerto Rico (36 pp., limited no.) 
Rural America 
(Spanish-Speaking Americans) 
“Pot of Gold” 
GENERAL 
Missionary Literature order list 
The Field Is the World 
A Year Round Program of Mis- 
sions 
Church Wide School of Missions 
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RTMENT OF News SERVICE 


Board of Missions, Room 911 


150 F 


ifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 


Please send me sample copy and in- 


forma 
which 


tion re the checked news column 
I will offer my local newspaper 


as a weekly free service for his use: 
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oOo” 
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Name 


ws in the World of Religion (600 
words of news, weekly, interde- 
nominational, free to editor re- 
questing ) 

omen in the Church (300 words of 
women’s church activity, interde- 
nominational, free, weekly) 

ease place my name on list to re- 
ceive regularly Bulletin Copy (pas- 
tors only) for bulletin-sermon use. 


Address 


SS 


On a wide circuit} w. w. Reid 


Bishop Dodge Discusses Stewardship 





A brief treatise on Christian steward- 
ship from the pen of Bishop Ralph E. 
Dodge of Lourenco Marques, Mozam- 
bique, has come to my attention. Some 
parts of it I want to share: 

“Until we firmly establish the fact 
that ‘man does not live unto himself 
alone,’ stewardship has no meaning. Ac- 
knowledging God as the First Cause, 
whose creativity continues until this day 
and upon whom we are dependent for 
life itself, is the logical basis for steward- 
ship; .... 

“In the New Testament (as in the 
Old) the word stewardship is used to 
signify a trust for which one is respon- 
sible. It is often suggested that the 
Christian is a steward of the Divine 
Grace, which has been imparted to him 
through Christ. Jesus uses the term 
steward in a number of his parables, 
indicating that the one so designated 
has an accounting to give to his Mas- 
ter. 

“However, it is significant that no- 
where in the gospel does Jesus excuse 
his followers from acknowledging the 
goodness of God through the giving of 
a tithe. In fact (Matt. 23:23), he seemed 
to take it for granted that those who 
were in a right relationship with God 
the Creator would acknowledge that re- 
lationship through the giving of the tithe. 
For Jesus, and for those who immediately 
followed him, the tithe was not the 
crucial test of discipleship as it seems 
to have been by some of the Old Testa- 
ment writers. Rather, Jesus lifted up a 
more challenging test of discipleship, 
namely, the giving of life itself and all 
that one possesses in recognition of 
God’s goodness. . . . 

“The Discipline says to Methodist 
people: ‘Stewardship of possessions 
should be interpreted to mean that the 
tithe is the minimum standard of giv- 
ing. . . . God is the owner of all things— 
man is a steward; God’s ownership and 
man’s stewardship ought to be acknowl- 
edged. . . . Stewardship is the practical 
expression of one’s experience of God. 
Therefore, all one’s life, all personal 
abilities, and all material resources con- 
stitute a gift from God, which should 
be used for His glory and for the wel- 
fare of mankind. This is central in 
Christian faith and should control and 
direct all one’s being. . . . Stewardship 
involves both motives and methods in the 


production and acquisition of wealth, the 
service ideal in vocation and avocation, 
and the conservation of natural resources. 
It also governs motives and methods in 
the investment and expenditure of one’s 
total material gains. . . . Christian expe- 
rience demonstrates that the acknowl- 
edgment of God’s ownership and man’s 
stewardship should result in systematic, 
proportionate and abundant giving. . . . 
Christian stewardship inevitably  ex- 
presses itself in one’s daily economic ex- 
periences and in all life and service.’ 

“According to the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ, the average 
per capita income in the United States 
during 1952 was $1,698. Assuming that 
the Methodist average income is equal 
to that of the national average, the Meth- 
odists in the United States paid into their 
churches for all purposes one and eight- 
tenths per cent of their income—or little 
more than a tithe of a tithe. The Free 
Methodists stand highest among the 
Protestant churches in the United States, 
with a per capita giving of $194.79; 
with the Wesleyan Methodists taking 
third place with $149.56, following the 
Seventh Day Adventist with $165.26. 
The Methodist Church average for total 
contributions to the church for local and 
foreign benevolent purposes is only 
$31.57 per member, making it 45th 
among 47 churches reporting to the Na- 
tional Council. 

“It is interesting and significant that 
most missionaries are tithers. In many 
instances there were indications that their 
spiritual growth began when they recog- 
nized their stewardship responsibility to 
Almighty God. Would it be too much to 
suggest that there is a very close cor- 
relation between stewardship practices 
and the number of missionary candidates 
available for assignment on the foreign 


fields?” 


Braille Bible for Japan 


A new Braille Bible for the blind peo- 
ple of Japan has been completed. Known 
as the New Japanese Kogotai Braille 
Bible, the work consists of 32 volumes, 
requiring five feet of shelf space. 

The Old Testament consists of 24 
volumes and the New Testament eight. 
The American Bible Society reports that 
there are 140,000 blind persons in Japan. 
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Convocation 


Methodists will hold their second Na- 
tional Convocation on Urban Life in 
America Feb. 18-20, 1958, in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Plans for the conference on the city 
church and its problems are being made 
by a national committee headed by Bishop 
Glenn R. Phillips of Denver, Colo. The 
Rev. Robert A. McKibben, director of the 
Department of City Work of the Division 
of National Missions, is the executive 
responsible for detailed arrangements. 

In preparation for the convocation, Dr. 
McKibben has urged that every annual 
conference establish a Committee on 
Urban Life. 

“The 1956 General Conference au- 
thorized such a committee,” Dr. McKib- 
ben said, “on nomination by the Board of 
Missions and in consultation with the 
cabinet. The Committee on Urban Life 
performs two important duties: aiding 


“—— 





Urban Convocation planners: (I. to r.) 





and leading in developing an urban 
church strategy for the conference, and 
recommending delegates to attend the 
quadrennial convocation on urban life. 

“It is urgent that this committee be es- 
tablished at the 1957 session of each an- 
nual conference,” he said, “so it can se- 
lect delegates to the 1958 convocation. If 
organized now it can promote interest in 
and knowledge of this significant meet- 
ing. 

“It is also important that each annual 
conference take action at the 1957 ses- 
sion to provide part or all of the expenses 
of delegates to the convocation. Each 
conference has been or soon will be in- 
formed of the number of delegates al- 
lotted to it,” Dr. McKibben added. 

At the first general planning session 
of the national committee in February, 
there was discussion of the types of per- 
sons who should attend the convocation 





Bishop Ledden, Bishop Reed, Dr. McKibben and 
Bishop Phillips. Bishop Phillips is general chairman for the meeting. 
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and topics that should be treated in the 
program. 

The planning committee includes rep- 
resentatives of the Council of Bishops, 
the Division of National Missions, the 
Woman’s Division of Christian Service, 
and pastors and district superintendents 
from each jurisdiction. 

Officers serving with Bishop Phillips 
are: Bishop Eugene M. Frank of St. 
Louis, Mo., secretary of the national plan- 
ning committee; Bishop Marshall R. Reed 
of Detroit, Mich., chairman of the pro- 
gram committee; and Bishop W. Earl 
Ledden of Syracuse, N.Y., chairman of 
the invitation and attendance committee. 

A call to the conference has been is- 
sued by the Council of Bishops. 

Plans for the convocation will be re- 
ported in Tue Mertnopist Story as 
they are developed. Information may_ be 
obtained from Dr. McKibben at 1701 
Arch Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








our approach to this tremendous task. 


ment of City Work, and 


and 


velopment, and 





The thorough consideration given by the 1954 Convoca- 
tion on Urban Life to the problems and opportunities of the 
Christian church in the city has led to definite progress in 


In view of the results of the regional conferences follow- 
ing the convocation and the findings, materials and experi- 
ence coming from the exploratory urban workshops, and the 
inner-city demonstration projects conducted by the Depart- 


Because of the increasing concern for a full understanding 
of and a vital strategy for the significant changes in the inner 
city, the suburbs and the ever-enlarging metropolitan areas, 


Due to the increasing need for more church leaders who 
are able to deal effectively with the challenge of urban de- 


A CALL 





to the Second Convocation on Urban Life in America 





the Christian faith, 


Confronted as we are by human needs in terms of housing, 





mobility of population groups, increasing leisure, anonymity 
of urban life, racial and cultural tensions and the resulting 
spiritual frustrations and yearnings, and 

In response to the urgent requests from ministers and lay- 
men who sense the imperative demand that the church must 
serve the constantly changing inner city and suburban de- 
velopments more effectively and bring to bear upon the life 
of urban America that potential power which is inherent in 


We issue this call in the name of The Methodist Church 
for Feb. 18-20, 1958, in Washington, D.C., and request the 
Department of City Work of the Division of National Mis- 
sions to assume responsibility for organizing and promoting 
this convocation in keeping with the action of the 1956 
General Conference. 
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Loan Library 





The following are new books recently 
added to the library of the Board of Mis- 
sions of The Methodist Church. To bor- 
row any of these—or other volumes— 
write the Librarian, Board of Missions, 


150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 


Aulen, Gustaf, The Faith of the Christian 
Church 

Charques, R. D., A Short History of 
Russia 

Colborn, Fern M., Buildings of Tomor- 
row: Guide for Planning Settlements 
and Community Buildings 

Duvall, Evelyn M., Facts of Life and 
Love for Teen-Agers 

Enright, D. J., The World of Dew: As- 
pects of Living Japan 

Everyman's United Nations, 1945-1955 

Fisher, Harold H., The Communist 
Revolution: An Outline of Strategy 
and Tactics 

Florinsky, Michael T., Toward an Un- 
derstanding of the U.S.S.R. 

Harris, Marshall and Ackerman, Joseph, 
Town and Country Churches and 
Family Farming 

Hull, Helen (ed.), The Writer’s Book 

Jenkins, Daniel, Believing in God 

Johnson, F. Ernest, Religion and Social 
Work 

Keighton, Robert E., The Man Who 
Would Preach: His Nature, Calling, 
and Work 

Koether, Luella G. and Surdam, T. Janet 
CWDCS missionaries), Two Hun- 
dred Days as Prisoners of Chinese 
Communists 

North, Robert C., Moscow and Chinese 
Communists 

Otto, Rudolf, The Idea of the Holy: An 
Inquiry into the Non-Rational Factor 
in the Idea of the Divine and Its Re- 
lation to the Rational 

Pierce, Alfred M., A History of Method- 
ism in Georgia, Feb. 5, 1736-June 24, 
1955 

Poling, Daniel A., Your Questions An- 
swered 

Quick, Oliver C., Doctrines of the Creed: 
Their Basis in Scripture and Their 
Meaning Today 

Rasmussen, Albert T., Christian Social 
Ethics: Exerting Christian Influence 

Robinson, H. Wheeler, The Cross in the 
Old Testament 

Sardeson, Charles T., Rediscovering the 
Words of Faith 

Sockman, Ralph W., A Lift for Living 

Stauffer, Ethelbert, New Testament 
Theology 
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Walker, Alan, The Whole Gospel and 
the Whole World 

Watt, Homer and others, Outlines of 
Shakespeare’s Plays 

Weatherhead, Leslie D., Prescription for 
Anxiety 

Wolfson, Harry A., The Philosophy of 
the Church Fathers: Vol. I, Faith, 
Trinity, Incarnation 

Wyon, Olive, Consider Him: Three 
Meditations on the Passion Story 


Plan University Church 


Methodists of Puerto Rico are prepar- 
ing to make their own contribution to 
the quadrennial emphasis of Methodism 
on higher education. They plan to min- 
ister to the growing Methodist student 
community at the University of Puerto 
Rico. 

The first step toward a far-reaching 
student program was taken in February 
as the Puerto Rico Provisional Annual 
Conference approved plans for a new 
$125,000 University Methodist Church. 

University Church will be built two 
blocks from the university campus in 
Rio Piedras, a suburb of San Juan. It 
will be a combined effort of the Puerto 
Rico Conference, the Philadelphia Area 
and the Board of Missions. 

The Puerto Rico Conference voted to 
raise $5,000 for the new church as an 
Advance Special, the first in the history 
of Puerto Rican Methodism. 

The Philadelphia Area will supply 
$20,000 for the church and the remain- 
ing $100,000 will be sought from the 
Board of Missions in loans and grants. 
Advance Specials from U.S. Methodists 
are expected to round out the $100,000, 
the Board of Missions said. 

The University of Puerto Rico has 
a student body of 14,800 including 150 
to 200 Methodist students. 


Organize Credit Unions 


Credit unions have been organized by 
more than 1,200 churches in the United 
States and Canada, according to the Co- 
operative League of the U.S.A., Chicago, 
Ill. 

Of this total, 936 are Roman Catholic, 
250 Protestant, 28 Jewish and three 
Buddhist. Together they represent six per 
cent of all credit unions. 

Methodists now have 59 credit unions. 
Sixteen were formed by ministers to serve 
clergy in their conferences. Two serve 
employees of allied agencies of The Meth- 
odist Church. The balance serve local 
congregations. 

Primary function of a credit union is 
to encourage savings. The secondary task 
is to lend money from pooled savings to 
members who need short-term credit. 


Need Teachers, Schools 
for Southern Rhodesia 


The Methodist Church plans to step 
up its educational program in Southern 
Rhodesia, Bishop Ralph E. Dodge reports. 

Approximately 300,000 African chil- 
dren in Southern Rhodesia between the 
ages of 6 and 16 face the future without 
any possibility of attending school. 

Methodist plans call for a new second- 
ary school at Mrewa and strengthening 
the existing one at Old Umtali. Teacher 
training on the post-secondary school 
level will be initiated at Old Umtali. The 
lower schoolteacher training now func- 
tioning will be transferred to Mutumbara 
and Nyadiri. Industrial and commercial 
schools are also planned if sufficient 
teaching personnel can be found. 

This expansion program will mean that 
by 1960 Methodist schools will be able 
to graduate approximately 100 teachers 
annually for the lower grades and around 
50 for junior high school work. 

There are 180 rural schools under the 
direct supervision of Methodists, in ad- 
dition to the educational institutions on 
the central mission stations. More than 
15,000 African boys and girls are under 
the direct influence of Methodist instruc- 
tion, Bishop Dodge points out. 

“As a Methodist Church, our primary 
task is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and make disciples in His name,” 
Bishop Dodge says. 

“It is imperative that we maintain a 
vital witness to our faith in Jesus Christ, 
which is the most precious gift that we 
can bequeath to African children. It is 
also imperative that we maintain the 
quality of our Christian witness in the 
schools of higher learning. This will en- 
able teachers sent to rural villages to have 
a dynamic quality about their lives and 
a vital interest in the church. 

“It is for this reason that the appeal 
goes out through Methodism for educa- 
tional missionaries who are thoroughly 
consecrated to Christ and His Kingdom. 
Only such can provide the type of edu- 
cation needed in Africa at this critical 
period in its history. For youths with the 
necessary technical training and spiritual 
dynamics, the doors of service are open 


under The Methodist Church.” 


Build Homes in India 
Ground has been broken for the first 


unit of convalescent homes for ex-tuber- 
culosis patients in Ajmer, India. 

The Rev. James K. Mathews of the 
Board of Missions broke ground for the 
parsonage, post-operative blocks and the 
first unit of the convalescent home on a 
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recent visit to Madar. The new build- 
ings will be connected with the Madar 
Union Sanatorium. 

Dr. Mathews also dedicated equip- 
ment for the surgical block which has 
been given by the Board of Missions. 

Sixty thousand rupees ($12,000) 
has been given to the sanatorium by the 
president of the Indian Republic. Bishop 
Frederick B. Newell has offered to raise 
funds to insure an adequate water sup- 
ply for the sanatorium. 


A Mobile Approach 


An attention-getter for Advance Spe- 
cials is the new mobile—an ever-moving 
reminder of the world-wide fields from 
which churches may choose Specials. 

The Advance Mobile is believed to be 
the first created to publicize a religious 


PARISH 


THE WORLD IS MY 


project. It is distributed by the Commis- 
sion on Promotion and Cultivation, 740 
Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. (50¢ each). 

A suggested beginning for educational 
use of the Advance Mobile is to have a 
children’s class assemble it. The com- 
pleted gadget may be hung in the class- 
room, elsewhere in the church school 
rooms, or in a narthex or corridor of the 
church. Any church using the Advance 
Mobile is advised to have a member 
primed to answer questions it raises about 
the Advance. 


Reopen Africa Hostel 


A new girls’ hostel, a boarding home 
for schoolgirls, has been dedicated at 
“Les Aiglons,” property of the Woman’s 
Division of Christian Service of the 
Board of Missions’ in Algeria, North 
Africa. 

Two pioneer English missionaries 
came to this large house with five small 
Kabyle girls in 1910 and established a 
Methodist Home for Girls. 
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Closed after World War II, the home 
has been reopened “in the calm assur- 
ance that North Africa needs Christ 
more than ever and more than anything 
else.” 


Urge Channeling Funds 
Through Church Agency 


Because some church-raised money has 
been going to a non-church literacy 
agency, mission leaders repeat a statement 
about two organizations working in this 
field. 

The Committee on World Literacy and 
Christian Literature is the church’s chan- 
nel for literacy development. It is recom- 
mended that Methodist funds intended 
for Christian literature be sent for it. 

The committee, related to the National 
Council of Churches, for 12 years has 
been the church-centered agency for 
teaching people to read and providing 
them with Christian literature. The Rev. 
Frank Laubach, famed apostle of literacy, 
has been its guiding spirit. 

Four years ago, in order to increase its 
resources, the committee organized World 
Literacy, Inc., as a fund-raising auxiliary. 
The auxiliary has now withdrawn from 
the Committee on World Literacy and 
Christian Literature and has taken Dr. 
Laubach with it. Its purpose now is to 
give major attention to literacy plans and 
co-operation with UNESCO, govern- 
ments and other secular agencies. World 
Literacy, Inc., does not work with 
church-related programs of literacy and 
Christian literature. 

The Committee on World Literacy and 
Christian Literature works in more than 
50 countries as an evangelistic arm of 
the churches. It has the full endorsement 
of The Methodist Church. The Board of 
Missions is a member of it and has repre- 
sentatives in its meetings. 

Methodist gifts intended for this work 
should be so marked and sent to the 
Rev. H. Burnham Kirkland, treasurer, 
Division of World Missions, 150 Fifth 
Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Place Bibles on Planes 


Bibles are now being placed on all 
of the new Super-G Constellation air- 
planes of Trans-World Airlines. 

Capt. G. C. Duvall, TWA pilot on 
the Chicago-Los Angeles run, suggested 
several years ago that in addition to a 
full supply of current magazines on each 
plane, there should be a Bible. 

Recently Captain Duvall was _pre- 
sented a Bible to place on the plane he 
flies. Since then TWA has carried Bibles 
furnished by the American Bible Society 
on all flights in the United States. 
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DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH AND SURVEYS, 
Boarp oF Missions 

1701 Arch St., 

Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Please send me: 


‘“j one copy (free) Publication #1, 
“Our Church and Its Community” 
(to assist commissions to discover 
responsibility to local community). 

[) one copy (free) Publication #2, 
“Church Extension. Needs” (to aid 
conferences and districts in sur- 
veying needs for churches). 

one copy (free) Publication #3, 
“Appraising the Effectiveness of 
the Town and Country Church” (a 
self-study guide). 

[1 one copy (free) Publication #4, “A 
Look at Our Membership” (self- 
study guide). 
copies (free) Publication #5, 
“Rating a Proposed Church Site” 
(to assist district boards of church 
location). 

[] one copy (free) Publication #6, 
“Suggestions for Estimating the 
Membership of a Proposed New 
Methodist Church.” 


Extra copies must be charged for. 


HOSPITAL AND HOMES MATERIALS 


Boarp oF Hospitats AND HoMEs 
740 Rush Street 
Chicago 11, Ill. 


Please send me the following booklets 
(100 for $4; single copies 5¢ each plus 
self-addressed stamped envelope) : 
Be Still and Know ¢.. 
Parents and The Sick 


Chil 
__. The Hygiene of Faith 
—__— Walking Toward The 

Light 
__— The Art of Growing Older $___ 
__— Forward with Courage ae 
—__— Meeting Life’s Wrench- 

ing Changes =_— 
__— Strength for Hospital Days $__. 
__— For Those Who Wait = 


Total amount enclosed: $__ 
Name . 


Address 


CHRISTIAN VOCATIONS MATERIALS 


INTERBOARD COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN 
VOCATIONS 

PO Box 871 

Nashville 2, Tenn. 


—___. Methodist Service Projects 
(a directory of vocational op- 
portunities with the church). 
10¢ a copy, 100 for $8. 











CONTACT 


A new bi-weekly service for 
temperance leaders that 
carries a regular Washington 
report on alcohol problems, 
including legislative activity! 
PLUS— 


Resource reviews, concrete 
action suggestions, and a 
unique new question answer- 
ing service. 


It's a“‘natural’’for local church 
temperance committees! 


Write today to... 


CONTACT 


Methodist Board 

of Temperance 

100 Maryland Ave., N. E. 
Washington 2, D. C. 


To Honor Charles Wesley 


Plans are afoot to commemorate the 
250th anniversary of the birth of Charles 
Wesley, “sweet singer of Methodism,” 
throughout 1957. 

A directing committee with mem- 
bers from the World Methodist Coun- 
cil, Association of Methodist Historical 
Societies, Methodist Council of Bishops, 
Hymn Society of America, and other 
church groups is in charge. 

Hymn festivals, using exclusively 
hymns composed by Charles Wesley, are 
being rlanned. They will be held in 
Philadelphia, New York, Chicago, Sa- 
vannah, Ga., Los Angeles, Lake Juna- 
luska, N. C., and probably in other 
centers. Bishops of these areas and rep- 
resentatives of various Methodist agencies 
are supporting the festivals. 

The Hymn Society of America is pro- 
viding an order of service and is authoriz- 
ing a popular booklet on Charles Wesley, 
his life and his contribution to Chris- 
tian song and theology. 

Those planning the year-long observ- 
ance have expressed the hope that the 
celebration will be climaxed in thousands 
of churches in America and around the 
world by hymn festivals, special services 
and sermons in December. 

Charles Wesley was born Dec. 29, 
1707 (according to the new-style calen- 
dar). 

The Rev. Elmer T. Clark of Lake 
Junaluska, N. C., is spearheading the 
anniversary plans. 

Also assisting with the anniversary is 
the Board of Evangelism. In response 
to a request from the committee, the 
board is using its channels to urge wide 
observance of the anniversary. 

In particular, the board urges that 
each annual conference hold a service of 
commemoration as a part of the program 
for its annual session. A letter of sug- 
gestions has gone to the chairman and 
executive secretary of each annual con- 
ference Board of Evangelism. 

The board has four publication projects 
under way for the Wesley anniversary. 
The first, already available, is a set of 
three forms of service, all making liberal 
use of the Wesley hymns. In preparation 
are a small Charles Wesley hymnal, a 
book on Charles Wesley by Bishop Roy 
H. Short and a book on the message 
of the Wesley hymns by the Rev. Elmer 
T. Clark. 


Schedule Drama Study 


Scarritt College, Nashville, Tenn., will 
be the site of the Second National Meth- 
odist Religious Drama Workshop June 
1-8. 

Director for the workshop will be A. 


Argyle Knight of the Youth Department, 
General Board of Education. 

Delegates must be at least 18 years 
of age. The workshop is designed for 
adults, Mr. Knight said. 

“Don’t think of this as just a seminar 
for professionals,” Mr. Knight said. “It 
is a true workshop where the sincere 
amateur will gain skills and insight into 
the use of drama in worship and in 
Christian education.” 

Registration fee will be $15, with room 
and board at Scarritt College at $4 a day. 
Registration blanks are available from 
Mrs. Lilla Mills Cunningham, PO Box 
871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Ask Books for Seminaries 


Three Methodist theological seminaries 
in Europe are greatly in need of stand- 
ard and modern volumes on theological, 
missionary and related topics, according 
to the Board of Missions. The schools also 
need commentaries and critical studies of 
the Bible, books on Christian life, and 
current religious periodicals. 

The Board of Missions has a listing of 
some 375 volumes needed by these semi- 
naries. 

Persons or churches may write to the 
Department of News Service, Board of 
Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, 
N. Y., listing books they wish to donate. 
The board will then notify the donor 
which of his books are needed and sug- 
gest where they should be sent. 

If donors prefer, they may write di- 
rectly to the seminaries as follows: 

The Rev. Karl Ernst Sommer, 180 
Ginnheimer Landstrasse, Frankfurt, Ger- 
many (Frankfurt Seminary); the Rev. 
William Thomas, 99 Ave. de ]’Univer- 
site, Brussels, Belgium (Brussels Semi- 
nary); the Rev. Alf Lier, Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Goteborg, Sweden. 


Set Education Meeting 


“Christ . . . the Way, the Truth and 
the Life” will be the theme of the 
Fourteenth World Convention on Chris- 
tian Education in Tokyo, Japan, Aug. 
6-13, 1958. 

Sponsored by the World Council of 
Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association, the convention is open to 
any professional or volunteer worker in 
Sunday schools, youth groups and other 
types of Christian education. Those wish- 
ing to attend must be recommended by 
a board of Christian education. 

Registration forms, general informa- 
tion and cost estimates may be had by 
writing the World Council of Christian 
Education and Sunday School Associa- 
tion, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 
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Name University Deans 


Two appointments have been an- 
nounced by the Rev. Hurst R. Anderson, 
president of American University, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Dr. Ernest S. Griffith, staff member of 
the Library of Congress, has been named 

dean designate of 
the School of Inter- 
national Service 
which will open in 


. Catheryn 
Seckler-Hudson has 
been appointed 
dean of the School 
of Government and 
Public Administra- 
tion effective July 1. 
This branch of the university was for- 
merly a department, but has been ele- 
vated to a school status. 

The School of International Service 
will be the first Protestant school for 
training U.S. diplomats. 


Dr. Griffith 


Appoint Promotion Aide 


New secretary for promotion of Ad- 
vance Specials in the Methodist Commit- 
tee for Overseas Relief, effective May | 
is Miss Elizabeth M. Lee. 

Miss Lee has been secretary for refu- 
gee resettlement promotion for MCOR 
since 1954. Prior to that she served in 
missions administration with the Meth- 
odist Board of Missions. 

In her new position, Miss Lee will 
work through Methodist channels to 
raise funds for relief, rehabilitation and 
resettlement—primary responsibilities of 
MCOR—and in behalf of the Advance, 
the church program that provides for spe- 
cial missionary and world relief projects. 


, 


Offer Tract Selections 


In connection with the Tract-of-the- 
Month Club, Tidings, the evangelistic 
literature department of the Board of 
Evangelism, has issues of leaflets available 
at the rate of 100 for $2. The tracts in- 
clude the following: 

Every Member of the Family a Chris- 
tian by the Rev. C. A. Bowen, The 
Family Prays by Mrs. Grace Sloan Over- 
ton, How Jesus Prayed by the Rev. C. P. 
Hunter, Growing in Christian Grace by 
the Rev. Daniel L. Ridout, and What It 
Means to Be a Protestant by Edward 
Ferguson, Jr. 

Tidings is also offering two volumes on 
the Bible. One is The Evangelistic Mes- 
sage of the Bible by the Rev. John Pater- 
son. This book traces the evangel across 
the pages of Scripture and relates it to 
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the lives of men in a significant way. 50¢ 
a copy, 12 or more copies, 35¢ each. 

The other book is New Life in Christ 
by the Rev. Charles M. Laymon. This 
book discusses the conversion experiences 
of various New Testament characters. 
50¢ a copy, 12 or more copies, 35¢ each. 

In addition to these books, Tidings is 
making available, primarily for use by 
laymen, a small book entitled The Bible 
and Our Daily Living by the Rev. 
Charles F. Jones. 50¢ a copy, 12 or more 
copies, 35¢ each. 

Spiritual Life for Methodist Christians 
is a turnover chart to help the local 
church in deepening the spiritual life of 
its membership. Prepared by the Rev. G. 
Ernest Thomas, the chart sells for $12. 
It discusses the faith, heritage and duties 
of the Methodist and shows The Meth- 
odist Church at work. 


Hospital Story Available 


A tape-recording (which has_ been 
transferred to 33 r.p.m. platters) is avail- 
able on The Story of the Clara Swain 
Hospital, in Bareilly, India. 

The story is narrated by Doctors 
Charles V. Perrill and Wilma Conger 
Perrill, and includes music by the Bareilly 
Church choir and by nurses and Bible 
women of the hospital. The head nurses 
also describe their work and tell of their 
call to Christian service. 

The recording (about 20 minutes in 
length) is suitable for a program in any 
church interested in missions in India, 
any commission on missions, or as part of 


a worship service. The record may be 
borrowed from the Board of Missions’ 
Audio-Visual Department, 150 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. There is a 


$1 service-mailing charge. 


Set Family Meet for °58 


The Third National Conference on 
Family Life for The Methodist Church 
has been scheduled for Chicago, IIl., Oct. 
17-19, 1958. 

More than 3,000 parents and church 
workers especially concerned with serv- 
ing the needs of families are expected to 
attend the meeting, according to Bishop 
Hazen G. Werner, chairman of the Gen- 
eral Committee on Family Life. 

Twelve Methodist agencies are work- 
ing with the General Committee on Fam- 
ily Life to sponsor the 1958 meeting. The 
general committee was established by the 
1956 General Conference. 


Offer Free Upper Rooms 


Copies of The Upper Room, daily de- 
votional guide, are to be provided for dis- 
trict, conference and area camps, insti- 
tutes, retreats and other gatherings. 

Within limits of a special supply being 
made available for this purpose, copies of 
the devotional booklet will be supplied 
free to deans or other responsible officers 
upon request. 

Leaders of groups may write the Public 
Relations Office, The Upper Room, 1908 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 








TEMPERANCE LEADER AT 16 


Few are expected to dispute the claim of 
Rock River Conference that it has the prettiest 
and youngest Board of Temperance secretary. 

She is Sue Stinespring 16, of McHenry, 
Ill., a high-school senior and Christian citizen- 
ship chairman of her conference Methodist 
Youth Fellowship. 

Last summer she attended the National 
Youth School of Alcohol Studies in Dallas. 
In October she went to the conference Board 
of Temperance to report on the school. Mem- 
bers were so impressed by her interest and 
abilitv that they elected her secretary. 

As a result of the meeting, the board voted 
to help the conference MYF financially with 
its projects in alcohol education. Sue and Lee 
Shaw, who attended a youth school in 1955, 
took the lead in a school of alcohol studies 
sponsored by the conference MYF and at- 
tended by 70 young people. 
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How Church Studies Itself 


Scint James Church, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Our first step in the self-analysis phase 
ofthe Local Church Emphasis was a 
“cabinet” meeting, called by the pastor 
and the lay leader. The chairmen 
and vice-chairman of the official board 
and of each commission and major com- 
mittee attended. Also present were rep- 
resentatives from the Woman’s Society 
of Christian Service, Methodist Men and 
the church school. 

This “cabinet” meeting discussed the 
nature and mission of the church. The 
participants imagined that they were 
Christians living immediately after 
Christ’s resurrection, and had assembled 
to decide whether to form a church or 
not. Through this “role play” process, 
the group defined the church and de- 
scribed its mission. Following this the 
group discussed how their own church 
measured up to this definition. 

The second step was a presentation 
of the quadrennial emphasis to the official 
board by the pastor. As a result the board 
worked out an approach calculated to 
enlist every church member in the study. 

Beginning in March, each of the next 
five months is being given over to the 
study of one of the five manuals in the 
self-analysis kit: March for “Evangelism,” 
April for “Education,” May for “Mis- 
sions,” June for “Stewardship and Fi- 
nance,” and July for “Social Concerns.” 

Each month’s theme is introduced in 
the official board meeting. At least one 
sermon during the month deals with 
the theme. Each organization meeting 
during the month gives some time 
to the discussion of the theme. For 
example, in March the commission on 
education evaluated its work as it relates 
to evangelism. The commission on 
finance discussed “Does Our Budget 
Adequately Provide for Evangelism?” 

Ratpn A. Cannon, pzstor 


Social Relations Projects 
Community Church, Ephrata, Wash. 


The Social and Economic Relations 
Committee of Community Methodist 
Church, Ephrata, Wash., was set up 
about two years ago. Here are some of 
the things our committee has done. 


it 


worked 


for 


us 


We co-operated with a local and state 
committee in making a study of “comics” 
and asked the 1955 state legislature to 
provide for licensing comic book distribu- 
tors. Prior to making such a recommenda- 
tion, long hours of study and discussion 
were involved. We were very sure we 
wanted no part of censorship, yet we real- 
ized we had a Christian responsibility. In 
the process of study many letters were 
written to persons in a number of states 
and communities who had already given 
much time and effort to this concern. 

This committee shared in preparing 
two “litanies” from the Social Creed of 
The Methodist Church. One was for 
Brotherhood Week and one for Family 
Week. 

Our group has sponsored speakers from 
the University of Washington and Wash- 
ington State College. A United Nations 
display in two different windows last 
fall was sponsored jointly by the League 
of Women Voters, the art department of 
the high school, the Rotary and our com- 
mittee. 

The Sound of a Stone, a film on 
civil liberties, was shown in our church 
at a family night potluck dinner. An ex- 
cellent discussion of how civil liberties 
“incidents” happen was held afterward. 

Register Christian Opinion, the Social 
Creed, and other materials relating to 
our Christian responsibility have been 
distributed. The committee has also been 
in contact with our congressmen regard- 
ing the Refugee Relief Bill and we have 
distributed information about it. 

Too, our committee recommended to 
our church official board that we spon- 
sor a refugee family. Nearly $700 was 
pleced on the “Evergreen Tree” in our 
sanctuary at Christmas time. Nearly 
$200 was donated for the Share Our Sur- 
plus project and the remaining amount 
for a “family.” Later we brought a second 
family, cousins of the first. In preparation 
for our new citizens this committee de- 
veloped a “pantry shelf” in the church 
basement. Church members can or freeze 
an extra quart or package of food and put 
it on this shelf for the refugee families. 
Also, we secured jobs and housing for 
our new friends. 

We have also begun to study restric- 
tive covenants. The fact that a member 


of our committee was once unable to 
purchase property in Ephrata prompted 
us to undertake this project. We began 
the study with our own committee. Each 
member reread his property title and then 
went to the courthouse for further in- 
formation. We are aware that this “en- 
deavor” can lead us into many areas. 
Yet, we are willing to carry through, 
even though we know it may not be 
easy. 

Mrs. Howarp Gorst, chairman, 
social and economic relations committee 


Mothers a Church in Suburb 


Union Avenue Church, Memphis, Tenn. 


We have had the privilege of spon- 
soring a new church in a growing suburb 
of the city of Memphis. 

Union Avenue Church purchased 
seven lots, three of which already had 
houses on them. One was designated for 
the parsonage and the other two for 
the church school and worship services. 
Two of the vacant lots are for future 
buildings and the other two are for park- 
ing space. 

About 60 people from our church 
went out on a Sunday in March last year 
and took a religious census of the sur- 
rounding area. We discovered about 250 
families as prospects for the new church. 

Two weeks following the census, 12 
visitation evangelism teams from our 
church went out on Sunday afternoon 
to call on the prospects and to enlist 
charter members. Fifty charter members 
were enlisted that afternoon. Visitation 
evangelism continued two evenings dur- 
ing the week and 43 more charter mem- 
bers were secured. The first worship 
service was held the following Sunday 
evening, at which time seven more char- 
ter members were enlisted, making a total 
of 100 within a week. 

A pastor was secured almost immedi- 
ately and the church started full opera- 
tion. The congregation paid its pastor’s 
salary and operating expenses from the 
beginning. Only eight months later, 
it had 246 members and plans were al- 
most completed to start the first unit of 
their building. Members are regularly 
meeting their budget of about $12,000 on 
an annual basis. 

Two things contributed to success in 
launching this project. First, experienced 
visitation evangelism teams from the 
mother church went out and secured a 
substantial charter membership of 100 
during the week preceding the first serv- 
ice. Second, the two cottages on the 
property purchased made it possible to 
set up operation with a completely graded 
Sunday school from the beginning. 

Wayne A. Lams, pastor 
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Peace 


“We wanted our peo- 
ple to pray for peace. 
The Upper Room with 
its readers in so many 
languages, and _ its 
writers from many coun- 
tries, was just what we 


needed.” 





Demonstrate 


“Few families seem to 
know how to go about 
having a family altar. 
In our church we ask a 
family that uses The 
Upper Room to demon- 
strate exactly how they 
do it.” 


A Gift for a Dollar 


“A subscription to The 
Upper Room seems to 
be the gift I think of 
most often. It is a day- 
by-day reminder and it 
costs only a dollar.” 


Doctors’ Offices 


“We place copies of The 
Upper Room in all the 
doctors’ and dentists’ 
offices. It seems to be an 
appreciated service by 
both the doctor and the 


patients.” 


The MYF 


“The MYF sponsors the 
parish cultivation plan 
in our church. It gave a 
real lift to the congrega- 
tion to know that the 
young people wanted us 
to have family altars.” 


Retired Man 
“Handling the copies 
of The Upper Room for 
our church in the mo- 
tels and hotels is a won- 


derful hobby for a re- 


tired man.” 


Welcome Wagon 


“We have our welcome 
wagon leave a copy of 
The Upper Room with 
every new family in our 
community. Of course, 
we use a rubber stamp 
with our church name 
and address.” 


Time Clock 


“I place a small pile of 
The Upper Room by the 
time clock in the fac- 
tory where I work. It 
takes a new supply every 
few days. I know I am 
helping many people.” 


The annual Lay Witness Number of The Upper Room (May-June) 
consists of daily devotions written entirely by laymen — business 
men, workmen, farmers, nurses, housewives — everyday people from 


all walks of life. 


Their expressions of Christian faith and experience spring from the 
hearts and lives of these men and women of many denominations 


and many lands. 


"Use this Lay Witness Number in your own personal and family 
devotions and distribute it to others who need its inspiration. 


Individual subscriptions, by mail, $1.00 per year, three years, 
$2.00. Ten or more copies of one issue to one address, 7 cents 
per copy. AIR MAIL edition for service men and youth — same 


prices. 


Gs Uy Room 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide 


1908 GRAND AVENUE 


The Upper Room is the Devotional Literature Department 


NASHVILLE 5, TENNESSEE 


of the General Board of Evangelism of The Methodist Church 


Hospitals 


“We make sure that 
there are plenty of copies 
of The Upper Room for 
the book carts that are 
taken daily through the 
big hospitals here.” 


Illustrations 


“Every issue of The 
Upper Room gives me 
several dozen _ illustra- 
tions for my preaching. 
Some I use at once. 
Some I file for future 


” 


use. 


Corner Drugstore 


“The corner drugstore 
keeps copies of The 
Upper Room in a box 
beside the cash register 
with a sign: ‘A Prescrip- 
tion for Your Spiritual 


Life.’” 





THE METHODIST STORY’s May front cover is Wesley at 
Aldersgate, where he “felt his heart strangely warmed,” 


interpreted in pencil by Norma Lockwood. On the back cover 


Mrs. Libby Boynton and Mrs. Ida Kaubin, Kiowa Indian 
Methodists, pantomime a prayer song in sign language 
(translation below). 


KIOWA PRAYER SONG 
Pray to the Son of God. 
He will open the door to the Heavenly Life 
And all will be made glad. 
A deathless life He will give to you all equally 
And you will be happy forever. 
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